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FIRESCOPE JOINT OPERATIONS TEAM MEETING
BUCKS LAKE, CA
JULY 10-11, 1997

ATTENDEES:

Brian Kelly, Milbrae FD
Will Brock, OES

Cary Eckerd, KRN

Bob Neamy, LFD

Ed Wristen, CDF

Chris Wurzell, CDF
Robert Martines, CDF
Mike Colgan, ORC
Jerry Clements, USFS
Mike Dougherty, USFS

Neil Honeycutt, OES

Jack Hickey, Olivehurst FD
Steve Vittum, SBC

Andy Anderson, Quincy FD
Dan Francis, CDF

Mike LaPlant, VNC

Jim Radley, ORC

Darrell Higuchi, LAC

Jim Jeffery, OES

Pat Cooney, OES

Ralph Alworth, CDF Rich McKinney, Sacramento FD

Certs and Quals Committee

Leader: Pat Cooney, Members: Darrell Higuchi (LAC), Steve Vittum (SBC), Andy Anderson (Quincy), Cary
Eckard (KRN), Chris Wurzell (CDF), Ralph Alworth (CDF).

Due to NWCG by 9/15/97 with signature.

NWCG

- | Course need to be mandatory.

- Command and General Staff positions need to be formal classroom course.

- FIRESCOPE representing NWCG at Consortium. Mike Dougherty to represent NWCG.

- NWCG looking to develop interface curriculum S-105, S-405

- Look at attending NWCG Meeting on interface training, need FIRESCOPE representative.

B

PTB's are under review by October 30, 1997.

FIRESCOPE Comments to NWCG on Fireline Handbook

Engine/Water Tender Typing
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ICS Vehicle Inspection Form

NWCG adopted ICS Vehicle Inspection Form.

Helitanker

NWCG has adopted FIRESCOPE definition.

Division Supervisor versus Sector Boss Duties

ISO Working Team will review all key elements of duties lacking.

Segments

Concerns that segments are developing into a real position of Segment Leader.

FS Crew Study Update

Type Il Crews problem area. FS looking to increase skill level of thes crews.

Terrorism =

LAC developed Terrorism Working Team. LAC Terrorism Group had been created from various fire and law
enforcement organizations in the basin to develop and snare intelligence. $2.5-5M needed to train basis
awareness of all LAC area first responders. 27 cities identified as targets. Terrorism will occur.

- Early warning group LA Sheriff Office and EOC provides fan out message on any real threat.

- Conduct Train-The-Trainer at NFA

- Metropolitan Medical Task Force, 27 person, developed though Federal assistance.

- FBI will do Crisis Management.

- Fire will do consequent management.

- San Jose, San Francisco, San Diego, Los Angeles City

- FBI has upgraded head person in California to Director level, can coordinate all FBI offices in California.

PRIME Computer

FIRESCOPE Operations Teams need to inform BOD of what should happen to PRIME and what it should do
and not do to archive information. Jim Radley will draft letter which Ops Teams can send to BOD Chair on
issues around shutting off PRIME.
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CDF Fire Summit

The recent CDF Fire Summit developed a goal of interagency (CDF/USFS/BLM) wildland fire planning.
Processes and information and systems will be shared in an effort to accomplish wider area pre-fire planning.
Wayne Mitchell did presentation on CDF Pre-Fire Planning. “Teale” Internet sources of GIS provided
statewide mapping, look for scan quad. Archview is the software program that allow the creating of fire
maps.

FARSITE

FARSITE (Sue Hasari) program based on several different its and pieces of other programs. Dr. Mark Finney
PHD developed this GIS based program. Tool will not work without pre-existing local information layers.
Fuels, elevation, aspect, wind (weather), | think the 3 necessary layers are fuels, topography, and weather. |
am not sure yet. Marana may host a Train the Trainer course to instruct the FARSITE software, may want to
explore OES participation, for example Jeanne Taylor from the Pasadena DFO, the whole process requires a
GIS person, a weather forecaster, and a FARSITE person to develop a real time fire behavior projection.
Sue requested help from this group (Ops Team) to promote the use of FARSITE.

Ops Teams need to support. Data layers are developed though Mapping Specialist Group. Need to have
Training Specialist Group to assist in how we can make FARSITE a useful tool. Task Force to brainstorm this
issue.

Round Table

MERPS test next week (CDF/USFS/Boeing). Now remote source ordering possible through laptop.
(Clements)

Mike Wilson (LAC) new Forester Chief replaced Paul Rippons who retired. (Higuchi)
ORC hopes to have new chief named y October. 2 copters now in service, a 3rd copter hope to test fly by
next month. Management will decide if ORC maintains 2 or 3 copters. Only available in mutual threat areas

currently. (Colgan/Radley)

Sac FD consolidations slowing down - Sac City, Sac County & American River FPD- talking about JPA's
(McKinney)

Concern about nuclear waster transformation via railroads. (Anderson)

LFD doubled brush clearance to 200" this year. Active wildland season so far. (Neamy)

SBC early wildland fire activity during May. June slow. Talking about getting into copters. Have one on
hand, maybe one more. Talking with City of Lompoc about consolidation. 5 paramedic engines in county
now. (Vittum)

KRN busy May 47,000 acres wind drawn fire. Planning with current arson problems. 27 engines, 1 truck

company to e delivered soon. The ability to field Type 1 engines, S/T questionable due to condition of fleet.
(Eckard)
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CDF aircraft looking much better. New staffing (3-0) requirements border problems (4-0). Received
augmentation dollars to accomplish this. BCP is system now for close to $7 M request to maintain increased
staffing levels. Turbine Airtanker S-2 + goes to Marsh Aviation. 1St due late 1998 Fire Season, Flex Mont?
Radio $30,000 - mounted in one air attack plane now. C-21 fixed wing acquired for use for “line scan”,
probably not field ready this year. Two layers of clothing this year for firefighters. (Martines)

OES received Swift Water Award (1997 Floods). Working on Mutual Aid Ops. New FIRESCOPE North
representative Pat Cooney. BCP’s in process for engine updates (Class A Foam, HT’s). Will request 50 new
engines next year. US&R training budget has gone to the SFM, working to fix that.. Looking at MIRPS to
track Mutual Aid resources. Gary Pavusko will be more active with FIRESCOPE. (Honeycutt)

Next Meeting
January 22-23, 1998
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