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Task Force 7/28-29/93 

TASK FORCE MEETING 93-7 

JULY 28 & 29, 1993 

BUELLTON, SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 

MINUTES APPROVED BY TASK FORCE 
ON AUGUST 30, 1993 

PRESENT: 

Mike Dougherty, USFS 
Mike Colgan, ORC 
Claude Creasey, LFD 
Bob Wineman, LAC 
Ralph Alworth, CDF 
Mike Scherr, OES 
Dave Bianchi, SBC 
AI Wilsey, VNC 
Ray Russell , SFM 

TASK FORCE MEETING 93-6 

Meeting minutes for the June 30, 1993 Task Force meeting held at the 
Nichols Institute, Orange County were passed out for review and approval. 
Several minute items required change before minutes could be approved. 
Once these changes were made, Colgan made the motion with Wineman 
seconding said motion for meeting minutes to be approved. 

SFM CURRICULUM 

Changes to the SFM curriculum on high rise were sent to SFM Coleman. 
Dougherty reported that SFM has accepted Task Force recommendations 
and has advised the California Fire Academy located in Asilomar to 
(1 )incorporate these changes into the Fire Command 2C curriculum and 
(2)to advise instructors of said changes. 

NORTH/SOUTH OPERATIONS TEAM 

On July 30, 1993, a conference call of the Joint Operations Team will occur 
to provide updates on Senate Bill 1841 and IMS Consortium activities. It 
was suggested that the Task Force pre-brief their respective Operations 
Team member on these two issues. 
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SENATE BILL 1841 

Scherr provided the Task Force with meeting dates for the SB 1841 
steering committee with the September meeting schedule for the OCC 
conference room. With these meetings occurring after the FIRESCOPE 
Board of Directors meetings, it will be important that any and all 
information of SB 1841 be provided to the Decision Process in as timely a 
manner as possible. Equally important will be the close coordination 
between FIRESCOPE's committee representative, ORC Chief Larry Holms, 
and the newly appointed Board of Director's chairperson, LFD Chief Don 
Manning. To assist Chief Manning is his duties as chairperson, Scherr will 
provide staff support in preparation for Board meetings. 

Colgan reported that two SB 1841 training committee meetings have 
occurred since the last Task Force meeting of June 30th. FIRESCOPE, SFM, 
and CDF representatives on this committee are providing consistency in 
their presentation of fire service views. 

Colgan was informed that FIRESCOPE concerns involving SB 1841 
regulations will be addressed. As regulations are developed, the Task 
Force will be given an opportunity to review said regulations and provide 
input back to Chief Holms for his consideration. During this review 
process, it was agreed that the wording used in these regulations will need 
to be closely scrutinized. 

With the due date for completion of regulations fast approaching, Chief 
Holms on behalf of FIRESCOPE has made a request to OES Director 
Richard Andrews to have this date extended 90 days for additional review. 
Chief Holms was concerned that if regulations were submitted as 
currently written to meet the August 1Oth due date, it would be "picked 
apart" during public review. With the 90 days extension, it will give the 
steering committee ample time to work out any problem areas. The 
Office of Administrative Law has advised that this extension would be legal 
but warned that any additional delays could result in legal problems 
occurring. The bill's full implementation date of December 1, 1996 can 
not be changed. 

Copies of the most current draft of these regulations will be mailed to the 
Task Force members for review. Colgan requested that any comments be 
provided to him no later than during the week of August 2nd. 
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IMS CONSORTIUM 

At the July 16-19, 1993, IMS Consortium meeting held in Orlando, Florida, 
FIRESCOPE representation advised the Consortium of its opposition to 
incorporation until a legal opinion is made on its activities in relation to 
becoming a non-profit organization. It was also recommended that the 
responsibility for curriculum development be handed over to the National 
Fire Academy (NFA) . On behalf of FIRESCOPE, OES Director Andrews 
sent a letter to FEMA which outlined the need for the NFA to assume this 
role. 

In response to FIRESCOPE, the Consortium agreed to seek a legal opinion 
on its incorporation with findings to be presented at the September 
meeting schedule for Phoenix. The Consortium will also contact FEMA 
and NFA to request their involvement with Consortium activities. It was 
agreed that the Consortium would contact the 

FIRESCOPE Board of Directors to advise of the following positions being 
taken by the Consortium: 

• The Consortium does recognizes ICS standards. 
• The Consortium will not address ICS or standards on incidents which 

require a commitment of greater than 25 single resources. 
• The Consortium recognizes the FIRESCOPE Board of Directors as 

sole proprietors of ICS and any recommended changes should rest 
with the Board. 

ICS RESOURCE TYPING STANDARDS 

To address changes in truck company standards, it was suggested that this 
resource be divided into two categories (aerial/ladder & aerial/platform). To 
address typing standards for a "telesquirt", this resource will be identified 
as an engine company with a footnote which explains the resource 1s 
specialized capability (elevated stream). 

The standards for rescue/medical resources will also be divided into two 
categories (medical/transport & medical/non-transport) with typing based 
on ALS and BLS capabilities. Handcrews will be identified as either 
federal, state, or local government instead of agency specific ( eg: USFS, 
CDF, VNC, etc .. ). 
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URBAN SEARCH & RESCUE (USAR) 

A copy of the 2nd revision to the USAR Operational Systems Description 
(OSD) was handed out for review. As part of the OSD's modular 
development example, law enforcement was included in the incident 
organization . This was done in response to law enforcement's statutory 
responsibility for involvement in such incidents and SB 1841 legislation. 
With USAR activities being focused at the company level, it was decided 
that there was not a need to develop USAR specific position manuals. 

Concern was expressed on including sections within the OSD which deal 
with USAR training requirements and equipment listings for the four levels 
of USAR resource typing. During development of USAR ICS standards, 
there were no training or equipment standards in-place which could be 
used to support resource typing. With these two standards determining 
USAR response capabilities, the inclusion of these standards in the OSD 
would serve as reference material to the USAR user. A section which 
explains the FEMA USAR Task Force will also be included as OSD 
reference material. 

In review of the USAR equipment listing, the equipment recommended 
for a USAR Type Ill and IV company needs to include items which are 
routinely being carried on fire apparatus. For Type I and II USAR 
companies, equipment being recommended should be more specialized 
and used primarily in support of USAR activities. It was decided that one 
more review of these equipment lists needed to occur to validate these 
recommendations. 

To address designation of USAR strike teams, the need sti II exists in 
determining how this identification will occur. While it's desirable to work 
off the existing system, the identification method selected will need to be 
compatible with existing computerization for resource tracking 
(eg:lncidnet). Scherr will provide a recommendation on this issue at the 
next Task Force meeting. 

MACS 

Work completed to date on development of a "generic" MACS document 
with work outline was handed out. The NWCG generic "I" course module 
on MACS will be used to validate outline and will serve as a primary 
reference during document development. 
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