MINUTES
Joint Meeting

CALIFORNIA BTATE DISASTER COUNCIL
FIRE SERVICES ADVISOHRY COMMITTEE

and
STATE FIRE ADVISOHY BOAED

69 9th Street - San Franciscoe
May 23, 1951

Because of thelr mutuval interest in the subjects at hand, the Fire
Barvices Advisory Committee and the 3tate Fire Advisory Board met
jointly. Holl call showed the following:

Btate Fire Advisory Board Fire Services Advisory Committee
Presant: Fresant:z
Chief Jos R. Yockera, Chalrman Chief O. 5. Ball, Chairman
Chief John H. Alderson Chief Jobhn H. Alderson
Chief Ceorge Courser ‘ Chief George Courser
Chief Williem A. Meinhelt Chief F. J. Jefferscn
Captain Chester W. Moller Chief Louis Ledford
Chief Hugh Morris Chief William A. Meinheit
Chief Terence Mulligan Chielf Bacil Hoberts
Chief Burnett Sanford
Absent: Chief Jay W. Stevens
Chief Lloyd B. Canfield Chiefl J. Lyle Stevenson
Chief E. H. Thomas Chief Joe R, Yockers
Chief Spence D. Turner
Chief Edward Walsh Absantz

Hr. Loren 5. Bush
Chief Gayle V. Coger
Mr, DeWitt Helson
Chief Spence D. Turner
Chief Edward Walsh

In addition to the abowe, the following were presant:

Major Ceneral W, M. Hobertson, Director, State Office of Civil Defense
Chief Harold P. Bowhay, Chief of Fire Services, 0ffice of Civil Dafanse
Burton Weshburn, Executive Secretary, California State Disaster Counecil
Mason D. Riegel, Field Representative, Flre Services, 0. C. D.

Worth R. Kidd, Faeility Protection Officer, 0. C. D.

Chief Charles E. Smith, State Fire Marshal's Office

Robert D. Falmer, State Fire Marshal's Office
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The meeting was opened by Chief Ball, Chairman of the Fire Services
Advisory Committes, at 10:30 a.m.

By motion of Chief Courser, seconded by Chief Roberts, and unanimously
carried, the resding of the minutes was dispensed with.

Chief Yockers then reported on the progress made on the development of

a standard 4" hose thread and stressed the fact that he was not attempt-
ing to standardize stesmer connections, but only to provide an acceptable
4" standard thread for California. He said his studies so far indicated
that the thread he had developed would interchange with almost sll the
thresds of this size in California. With the exception of one city,
simple use of teps and dies would actuaslly standardize the thread.

A discussion of this subject followed, and led to the subject of adapters.

General Robertson sald he felt that if adapters were necessary, the State
should play an important part in their development and procurement. Chiel
Yockers said that he desired to complete the study and mentioned that the
adoption of a standard 4" thread by the National Fire Protection Assccia-
tion was contemplated.

After more discussion, it wvas moved by Chief Ledford and seconded by Chiefl
Stevenson that the Fire Marshal econtinue these atudies. The motion ear-
ried unanimously.

General Hobertson next spoke on the subject of facilities protection. He
said he believed this phase of civilian defenas was highly important and
merited more consideration than it had been receiving. He advised that he
had employed Mr. Worth R. Kidd, who wss charged with development of this
program for the 0ffice of Civll Defenss.

Genaral Hobertson spoke of the difficulties surrounding the faeility pro-
tection problem in that l1ista of faeilities conmidered strategically im-
portant were so highly classified they had not been released. He said if
liste were not fortheoming socon, he would set up his own program. This
program would not duplicate the efforts of or interfere with local offi-
cials in any way, and would tie into plant protection work by Federal
authorities under the jurisdietion of the U. 3. Department of Defanse.

The General then introduced Mr. Kidd, who spoke on facilities protection.
He said his thought of a program was divided into four phases: fire,
security, industrisl safety, and civil defense. He said he had made a
study of this problem and belleved that the State program should parallel
any plant defense plamning of the U, 5. Provost Marshal. Tims, a plant
not now under Federal planning weuld be ready to ties into a Federsl pro-
gram 1f taken over at a lster date by the . 8. Department of Defense.

Mr. Kidd stated he thought the program should be a service availsble upon
request and further, thet the State should not duplicate efforts of local
officlals. He sald he favored joint inspections by a team of experts in
the four fields he had mentioned. Following Mr, Eidd's discussicn, a
general conference of all present, on this subject, enasued.
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Genera]l HRobertson ssked 4f the armed foress hsd ever colleborsted with
loecal officisls, The answer was that they hed not,.

Iuring the discuseion, Civil Defense speakers stressed the faet that,
regardless of whether the Department of Defense or the State were to lay
out a plant security program, no such program would supersede the juris-
diction of the loeal fire pfficlals.

It was mentiopmed that during the last war cooperstiom between military
posts and local officisls had, in some cases, not been good., In one
caga 1t was mentioned thet military authorities would not even advise
vhere ammmition was stored,

Ceneral Bobertson said that he did not intend te emter the field of
sabotage or fingerprinting in plants, although he might advise that the
plants have a program concerning these matters,

Chief Alderson sald he falt thst the group favered some plant protectlon
plamn.

Mr, Eidd seid he felt e sub—cosmmittee from this group was necessary, to
work with other comxittees on the subject,

Mr. Washburn then spoke on the program of the lav enforcement offiecisls,
Chief Jefferscn spoke on the problem of plant protectiom in the lumber
yndustry. All egreed that this wes certainly an important field, Mr,
Washburn then submitted a rescluticn on facllity protection amnd, after
pome diseuesion, Chief Alderson moved the adoption of the rescluticn,
The motiom wes seconded by Chief Mulligan and unanimously earried. The
resclution is as follows:

1. That California needs & coordinated Faecility Protectlon
program, incluvding participation by state-wide fire depart-
ments and other sgemelss; that such a program should be
developed on & state-wide basis at the earliest possible
data,

2. That the Fire Services Advisery Committes recommend to the
Covernor that a representative advisory committee be ap-
pointed wnder the provisions of Sectiom 1520 of the Cali-
fornia Dissster Act, composed of leading industrislista,
which committes would be charged with the responsibility of
recommending to the Covernor and the Office of Civil Defense
the over-all policy in comnection with the Facility Protec-
tion Program,

3. The Fire Services Mdvisory Committee recommends a system of
state-wide training awvailable to local fire and other agen-
cles at the loecal leval in the Facility Protection Program;
in order thet locel faciiities may be provided competent
advice and guldance from local teams composed of Flre, Law
Enforcement, Safety, and Civil Defense personnel,



4. That this Committee appoint a sub-gommittes, consisting of
three, to be selected by the Chalrman, to work with the State
Office of Civil Defense and publiec and priwmte fire agencles
in the development of the Fire Protectlon phase of a state-
vide Facility Protection Program,

Chairman Eall then suggested a committee on facility protection, as fol-
lowa: Fire Marshal Joe B, Yockers, Fire Chisf John H. Alderson, Fire
Chlef Eduard Welgh. Chief Alderson nominated Hemry Boons, Assistant Chief
of bhia Cepartment, to act in his stead, snd the Chalrman therefore ap-
pointed Chief Boone on the committes,

Chisf Courser then moved that the sub-committee be approved. This motion
was seconded by Chief Hoberts and umanimoualy carried,

Chief Jay W. Stevens then spoke on the fire preventlcn program of the
International Assoclation of Fire Chiefs and suggested that the civil de-
fense program and his program work together in closest cooperatiom.

Gensral Hobertson spoke at some length on the financing of the national
glvll defense program and sald that the funds so far bad been allocated
for madical and educatiocnal and informaticnal nesds, tut apparently none
was sarmarked for the purchasze of fire egquipment, He ssid that bhe felt
that Celifornis should be a leader and allocate funds for this lattar
PUrpose,

A great deal of discusalon then followed on this subject, Chief Alderson
sald that a study had been made as to what fire equipment yould be neces-
sary to combat atomic bombing, and stressed the need for a study pointed

toward the strengthening of water systemsa in cities, The meeting then
ad journed for lunmech.

Following lunchecon, the group further discussed the probable fire equip-
ment needs 1f this State or any portion thersof was subjected to bombing,

General Robertscn asked If this group had ever expressed itself on how
much pool eguipnent would be mecesszary to combet any glven mumber of
atomlec strikes. He said he had set up the figure of five strikes as a
possibllity. Chief Sanford said the commitiees working om wild land pro-
tecticon had already sent in what apparatus they felt was necessary for
this protection and, therefore, futurs studles should ocomsider gtructural
fire fighting only.

After further discussion on this, it was suggested by Chlef Bowhay that
the present committes should continue and carry forth its work on this
matter to completicon. The Chairman asked that this be dome., The committes
conslsta of Chiefs Aldersom, Welsh, Courser, Yockers, and Mr. Bush.

Chief Tnckers then read and spoks on a bmlletin that be hed prepared for
distribution by all cities. The bulletin wes studisd ecarefully by all
present, as to tha subject matter and aisc as to the mechanies of
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distributing it. Chief Ledford moved that the bulletin be accepted as
read, and submitted to the Office of Civil Defense for printing and
distributlon. The motion was seconded by Chief Meinheit and unanimous-
ly carried,

Chief Yockers moved that the 0ffice of Civil Defense be urged to axpe-
dite the printing of this bulletin in order that it might be distributed
in Califernis as socn as possible. The motion was seconded by Chief
Ledford and urmanimously carried,

Chairman Ball then called upon Chief Bowhay, who discussed the vital
subject of just where the State Fire Plan fit into the over-all Civil
Defense Plan.

This matter wes discussed at great length and all seemed to agree that,
aceording to Celiforris Law, the State Fire Plan was an entity in it-
self, answerable to the Fire Coordinstors, but not under the jurisdie-
tion of loecal Civil Defense Coordinators. It was mentioned that, obvi-
ously, fire authorities would work in closest cooperation with all eivil
defanse authorities,

Mr. Harry Stoops, Aegional Coordinator of the San Francisee District,
was asked to Joln the discussion, and did so. He explained his opera-
ticnal plan and said he envisioned the fire plan as remaining intsct.
More discussion om this besic issue followed.

Chief Bowhay asked for an expression by those present as to the use of
dynamite to establish fire lines in time of great need. All Chiefs
present expressed themselves g8 being not favorable to the use of

dynamite.

Chief Ledford moved that the Chiefs present go on record as being
against the use of dymamite for fire fighting purposes. The motion was
seconded by Chief Stevenson and unanimeously carried.

Chief Jefferson then spoke on & manual that he had developed, primarily
for the use of wild lond protection.

The committee seemed to feel that a study should be mede, locking toward
a reprint of the bulletin and its furthar distribution to all Fire Chiafs.

Chief Jefferson said he thought a cooperative agresment between the State
Forestiry, the Office of Civil Defense, and the U. 5. Forest Service,
could work out some scheme of having more of these bulletins printed.

Chief Sanford then said that a book on wild land protection had been pre-
pared which elosely followed tha fire plan in the California Fire Disaster
red book. He sald the plan of mutual aid that had been in use for yesrs
had thus been put on paper.

Chief Bowhay suggested that a Chairman or Dispatehing Head be appointed
for the wild land plan. Chiefs interssted in this protection, primarily,
agresd,




A further discussicn on county-wide organizational plans followed.

At L:30 p.m. a motion wes made by Chief Jefferscn that the meeting ad journ,
This motien was seconded by Chief Sanford and unanimously carried. The
meeting was adjourmed.

CHAHRLES E. SMITH
Acting Jecretary






