
M IN U T E S

Join t  Meet in g

CALIFORNIA STATE DISASTER COUNCIL 
FIRE SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE

and

STATE FIRE ADVISORY BOARD

69 9th S treet  -  San Franc is c o
May 23, 1951

Because o f th eir mutual in terest in the subjects at hand, the Fire
Services Advisory Committee and the State F ire Advisory Board met
J o in tly . Ro l l  c a l l  showed the fo llow in g :

Sta te  F ire Advisory Board

Present:
Chief Joe R. Yockers , Chairman
Chief John H. Alderson
Chief George Courser
Chief William A. Moinhe l t
Captain Cheste r  W. Mo lle r
Chief Hugh Morris
Chief Terrance Mulligan

Absent :
Chief Lloyd B.  Canfi e ld
C h ief E.  R . Thomas
Chief Spence D. Turner
Chief Edward Walsh

Fire Services_Advisory Committee

Present:
Chief O. S. B all, Chairman
Chief John H. Al derson
Chief George Courser

Chief F. J. Jefferson
Chief Louis Ledford
Chief William A. Mei nhelt
Chief Bac i l  Roberts
C hief Burnett Sanford
C hief Jay W. Stevens
C hief J .  Lyle Stevenson
C hief Joe R. Yockers

Absent;
Mr.  Loren S. Bush
Chief Gayle V. Coger
Mr. DeWitt Nelson
Chief Spence D. Turner
Chief Edward Walsh

In addition to the above, the fo llow ing  were present:

Major General W. M. Robertson, D irectors, State O ffice  o f  C iv il Defense
Chie f  Harold P. Bowhay , Chief o f Fire S erv ices, O ffice  o f C iv il Defense
Burton Was hburn ,  Executive Secretary, C aliforn ia  State D isaster Council
Mason R iegel, Field Representative, F ire Services, O .  C. D.
Worth R. Kidd, F a c ility  Protection  o f f i c e r ,  O. C. B.
Chief Charles E. Smith , State F ire M arshal's O ffice
Robert D. Palm er, State F ire Marshal’ s O ffice
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The meeting was opened by Chief Ball, Chairman o f the Fire Services 
Advisory C om m ittee,at  10 :3 0  a .m.

By motion o f  Chief Courser, seconded by Chief Roberts , and unanimously  
ca rr ie d , the reading o f the minutes was  dispensed with.

Chief Yockers then reported on the progress made on the development o f 
a Standard 4 ” hose thread and stressed the fa c t  that he wa s not attempting

 to  standardize steamer connections , but only to  provide an acceptable 
4 " standard thread fo r  C a lifornia , be said his studies so fa r  indicated  
that the thread he had deve loped would interchange with almost a l l  the 
threads o f  th is  s ize  in C aliforn ia . With the exception o f one c i t y ,  
simple use o f taps and d isc Would actu a lly  standardize the thread.

A d iscu ssion  o f  th is  subject follow ed, and led to  the subject o f adapters.

General Robertson said he f e l t  that i f  adapters were n ecessary  the State 
should p lay an important part in th eir development and procurement. Chief 
Yockers said that he desired  to Complete the study and mentioned that the 
adoption o f  a standard 4" thread by the National F ire Protection  A ssocia
tion  was contemplated.

A fter more d is c u s s io n  i t  was moved by Chief Ledford and second Ed by Chief 
Stevenson that the Fire Marshal continue th ese stud ies. The motion car
r ied  unanimously.

General Robertson next spoke on the subject o f f a c i l i t i e s  p rotection . He 
said  he believed  th is  phase o f c iv ilia n  defense was h ighly  important and 
m erited more consideration than i t  had been rece iv in g , He advised that he 
had employed Hr. Worth R. Kidd, who was charged with development o f th is  
program: fo r  the O ffice  o f  C iv il Defense.

General Robertson Spoke o f  the d i f f i c u lt ie s  surrounding the f a c i l i t y  pro
te c t io n  problem in that l i s t s  of f a c i l i t i e s  considered s tra te g ica lly  im
partant were so highly c la ss ifie d  they had not been released. He sa id  i f  
l i s t s  were not forthcoming soon, he would set up his own program. This 
program would not duplicate the e ffo r ts  o f on in terfere  with lo c a l  o f f i 
c ia ls  in any way* and would t i e into plant p rotection  work by Federal 
a u th or it ie s  under the ju r isd iction  o f the U. S . Department o f Defense.

The General then introduced Mr . Kidd, who spoke on. f a c i l i t i e s  p rotection . 
He said  his thought o f a program was divided in to  four p h ases f i r e ,  
s e cu r ity , in d u stria l sa fety , and c i v i l  defense . He said he had made 4 
study o f th is  problem and b e lie v ed that the State program should p a ra lle l 
any plant defense planning of  the U.S .  Provost Marshal. Thus, a plant 
not now under Federal planning would be ready to  t ie  in to  a Federal pro-  
g ram I f  taken over at a l a ter date by the U. S. Department o f Defense ,

Hr. Kidd stated he thought the program should be a serv ice  availab le  upon 
request and fu rth er, that the State should not duplicate e f fo r ts  o f lo c a l  
o f f i c i a l s .  He said he favored Joint inspections by a team o f experts i n 
t h e four f ie ld s  he had mentioned.. Following Mr. K idd's d iscu ssion , A 
general conference of a l l  present, on th is  su b ject, ensued.

2-   -



General Robertson asked i f  the arm ed forces  had ever co llaborated  with
lo ca l o f f i c i a l s . The answer was that t hey had not ,

During the d is c u s s io n , C iv il Defense speakers stressed the fa ct  that, 
regardless o f  whether the Department o f  Defense or the State were to lay 
out a plant secu rity  program, no such, program weald supersede the j u r i s - 
d ic t io n  o f  the lo c a l  f i r e  o f f i c i a l s .

It  was mentioned that during the la s t  war Cooperation between m ilita ry  
posts and lo c a l  o f f i c i a l s had, in some ca ses , not been good. In one 
case i t  was mentioned that m ilitary  au th orities would not even advise 
where ammunition was stored .

General Robertson said that he did not intend to  enter the f ie ld  o f  
sabotage or fin gerp rin tin g  in plant a, although he might advise that th e 
p lants have a program concerning th ese matters,

Chi e f  Alderson said he f e l t  that the group favored some plant protection  
plan.

Mr .  Kidd said be f e l t  a sub-committee from th is  group was necessary, to  
work w ith other com m ittee on the subject.

Mr. Washburn then spoke on the program o f  the law enforcement o f f i c i a l s .  
C hief Jefferson  spoke on the problem o f  plant p rotection  in  the lumber 
in d u stry . A ll agreed that th is  was ce r tain ly  an important f i e ld ,  Mr, 
Washburn then submitted a resolution  on fa c i l i t y  p ro tection  and, a fte r  
some d iscu ss io n , Chief Alderson moved the adoption o f  the reso lu tion .
The motion was seconded by Chief Mulligan and unanimously ca rr ied . The 
reso lu tion  is  as fo llow s:

1 .  That C aliforn ia  needs a coordinated F a c ility  P rotection
program, including participation  by state-w ide f i r e  depart- 
m e n t s  other agencies, that such a program should be 
developed on a sta te-v id e  basis at the e a r lie s t  p oss ib le  
date.

2 . That the Fire Services Advisory Committee recommend to  the 
Governor that a r e preventative advisory c o m it ie s  be ap
pointed under the previsions o f  Section  1520 o f  the C a li
fornia. D isaster Act, composed o f  leading in d u s t r ia l is t s , 
which committee would be charged with the r e s p o n s ib i l ity  o f  
recommending to  the Governor end the O ffice o f  C iv i l  Defense 
the o v e r -a ll  p o licy  in connection with t he F a c i l i t y  Protec
tion  Program,

3 . The Fire  Services Advisory Committee recom ends a system o f  
stated-wide training available to loca l f ir e  and other agen
c ie s  at the lo ca l level  in the F a cility  P ro tection  Program; 
in order that lo ca l f a cilities m ay be provided competent 
advice and guidance from lo ca l teams composed o f  F ire , Law 
Enforcement, Safety, and C iv il D efense personnel,
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4 , That th is  Committee appoint a sub—committee , con sisting o f  
th r e e , to be se le c ted by the Chairman, to  work wi t h  the State 
O ffic e  o f  C iv il Defense and public and private f i r e  agencies 
in the development o f  the F ire Protection phases o f  a sta te 
wide F a c ility  Protection Program.,

Chairman B all then suggested a committee on fa c i l i t y  p ro te c t io n , a s  f o l -
low s: F ir e Marshal Joe R. Yockers , Fire C hief John H. A lderson , Fire
C h ief Edward Walsh. Chief Alderson nominated Henry Boone ,  A ssistant Chi e f  
o f  his Departm ent, to act in h is  stead, and the Chairman. t h e r e fo r e  ap
pointed C hief Boone on the committee 

C hief Courser then moved that the sub-committee be approved. This motion 
was seconded by C hief Roberts and unanimously carried.

C h ief Jay W. Stevens then spoke on the f ir e  prevention program o f  the 
In ternationa l Associat ion o f  Fire Chiefs  and suggested that the c i v i l  de
fense program and his program w o r k  in closest cooperation .

General Robertson spoks at some length on the financing o f  the national 
c i v i l  defense program and said that the funds so fa r  had been a llo ca ted  
f o r  medical and educational and inform ational needs. but apparently  none 
was rem arked fo r  the purchase o f f i r e equipment, He said  th at he f e l t  
t hat C a lifo rn ia  sbould  be a l eader and a llo ca te  funds fo r  t h is  l et te r  
purpose,

A great deal o f  d iscussion  then followed on this subject.. C hief Alderson 
said  that a study had been made as to what f i r e  equipment would be neces-  
sary to combat atomic bombing, and stressed the need fo r  a study pointed 
toward the strengthening o f water systems in  c i t i e s ,  The meeting then 
adjourned f o r  lunch.

Following luncheon,  the group further discussed the probable f i r e  equip - 
ment needs i f  th is  State or any portion  thereof was subjected to bombing.

Generel Robertson asked i f  th is  group had ever expressed i t s e l f  on how 
much pool equipment would be necessa r y  to combat any given number o f  
atomic s tr ik es . He said he had set up the figure o f f iv e  s tr ik es  as e 
p o s s ib i l i t y .  C hief Sanford said the committees working on wild land pro
te ct ion  had already sent in what apparatus they f e lt  was necessary fo r  
th is  p rotection  and, therefore , future studies c o n s i d e r  structu ral 
f ir e  f ig h tin g  o n ly .

A fter fu rth er d iscussion  on th is , i t  was suggested by Chief Bowhay that 
the present committee should continue carry fo rth  i t s  work on th is  
matter to  com pletion. The Chairman asked that th is be done, The committee 
c o n s is t  o f  C hiefs Alderson, Walsh, Courser, Yockers, and Mr. Bush.

C hief Yockers then read and spoke on a b u lle tin  that  he had prepared for  
d is tr ib u tion  by a l l  c i t i e s . The b u lle tin  was studied ca re fu lly  by a l l  
present,  as to the subject matter and a lso  as to  the mechanics o f

4- -



d is tr ib u tin g  i t .  Chief Ledford moved that the bu lletin  be accepted as 
read, and submitted to the O ffice  of C ivil Defense fo r  p rin tin g  and 
d is tr ib u t io n . The motion was seconded by Chief Meinheit and unanimous
ly  carried.

Chief Yockers moved that the O ffice  o f C iv il Defense be urged to exepe-  
d ite  the printing o f this bu lle tin  in order that i t  might be distributed 
in C aliforn io  as soon as p oss ib le . The motion was seconded by Chief 
Ledford and unanimously carried.

Chairman Ball then ca lled  upon Chief Bowhay, who discussed the v ita l 
subject o f  ju st where the State Fire Plan f i t  in to the ove r -a l l  C iv il 
Defense Plan.

This matter was discussed at great length and a l l  seemed to agree that, 
according to C aliforn ia  Law, the State Fire Plan was an e n tity  in i t -  
se l f ,  answerable to the Fire Coordinators, but not under the ju r isd ic 
tion  o f lo ca l C iv il Defense Coordinators. I t  was mentioned th a t, obvi
ously , f i r e  authorities would work in c losest cooperation with a l l  c iv il  
defense a u th orities ,

Mr. Harry S toop s  Regional Coordinator o f the San Francisco D is tr ic t , 
was asked to  jo in  the discussion , and did so . He explained h is Opera- 
tian ol plan and said he envisioned the f i r e plan. as remaining in ta ct.
More discuss io n  on this basic issue follow ed.

Chief Bowhay asked fo r  an oppression by those present as to the use o f 
dynamite t o estab lish  f ir e  lined in time o f great need. A ll  Chiefs 
present expressed themselves as being not favorable to the use o f 
dynamite

Chief Ledford moved that the Chiefs present go on record as being 
against  the use o f dynamite fo r  f i r e  figh tin g  purposes. The motion was 
seconded by Chief Stevenson and unanimoulsy carried .

Chief Jefferson  then spoke on a manual that he had developed, primarily 
fo r  the use o f wild l and protection .

The Committee seeded to f ee l  that a study should be made, looking toward 
a reprint of the b u lle tin  and i t s  further d istr ib u tion  to a l l  F ire Chiefs..

Chief Jefferson  Said he thought a cooperative agreement between the State 
Forestry, the O ffice  of C iv il Defense, and the U. S. Forest Service, 
could work out some scheme o f having more o f these b u lle tin s  printed.

C h ie f Sanford  then sa id  th a t  a book on w ild  land p r o te c t io n  had been pre -  
pared which C lo s e ly  fo llo w ed  the f i r e  plan in the" C a li fo r n ia  F ir e  D isa ste r  
red book. He s a id  th e  plan o f  mutual a id  th a t  had been in  u se  fo r  years 
had thus been put on paper.

Chief Bowhay suggested th a t a Chairman or Dispatching Head be appointed 
fo r  the wild land plan. Chief a interested. in th is  p ro tection , primarily, 
agreed,
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A fu rth er d iscussion  an county-wide organizational plans follow ed,

At 4 :30 p.m. a motion was made by Chief Jefferson  that the meeting adjourn.
This motion was seconded by Chief Sanford and unanimoysly carried . The
meeting was adjourned.

CHARLES E. SMITH 
Acting Secretary
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