
MINUTES OF MEETING OF 

GOVERNOR'S FIRE SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Conference room, Public works Building 
Sacramento, C aliforn ia

January 29,  l 959

The Meeting was ca lled  to order by Chairman C arrell, a fter  a short meeting 
Of the State F ire  Advisory  Board, with the f ollow ing persons present :

I .  ATTENDANCE .*

Presents: Charles N. Carrell , Chairman
Chief,  Santa Monica Fire Department 

O . S . B a ll ,  F ire Warden, Stanisla u s County 
L, S. Bush, Chief Engineer, Board o f  Fire  Underwriter s o f the 

P a c ific
Gayle  V. Coger, Chief, Fresno City F ire Department 
George E, Courser, Chief, San Diiga City F ire Department 
Norman J. F arrell, U.  S . Forest Ser v ice  
John Garthe, Chief, Santa Ana Fir e  Department 
Keith E. Klinger, Chief Engineer, Los Angeles County F ire 

Department
Henry C. Lingua, Chief Engineer, Central Fire Prote c t i on D is tr ic t ,  

San Jose
William L. Mi l l er , Chief Engineer, Los Angeles  F ire Department 
William F. Murray, Chief, San Francisco F ire Department 
Jay  W. Stevens, Assistant Manager, National Board o f F ire 

Underw riters
J . Ly le  Stevenson, Chief, Stockton f i r e  Department 
Maurice E. Thede, Regional Forester, National Park Service 
Joe R. Y ockers, State Fire Marshal

Harold P. Bowhay, Chief, F ire and Rescue D iv is ion , C aliforn ia  
Disaster O ffice

Absent: DeWitt Nelson, D irector, State Department o f Natural Resources *

Members o f  State F ire Adv is ory Board and others present:

E. L. Albrecht, Sr. , Secretary, C. S. F. A ., Sacramento 
George Arens , Chief, Arbuckle Fire Department 
Elmer Brouil l a r d ,  Chico

* John Callaghan, Chief Deputy State Fores ter , representing 
DeWitt Nelson

Lloyd B.  Canfield, Chief, Beverly H ills  Fire Department
Gene Desimone, Chief, C itrus He i ghts Fire Department
D ick Dwage , U . S . Forest S erv ice , Pasadena
Harry N.  Dyck, C aliforn ia  s tate Firemen's  A ssociation , Fresno
S . H. Edmondson, Fire and Rescue D iv is ion , CDO, Walnut Creek



Robert A. Mason, D irector o f  Communications, Santa Clara County
Chester W. Mol l e r , Chief, Berkeley F ire Department
Hugh F.  M orris, Chief, San Mateo F ire Department
Melvin K.  R e ile y , F ire and Rescue D iv is ion , CDO,  Sacramento
James J . Sweeney, J r . ,  C hief, Oakland Fire Department
George Taylo r ,  Fire and. Rescue D ivision , CDO, Pas adena

I I .  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes o f  the meeting o f  November 18, l 958, had been d istributed  to al l  
members. As there were no errors or correction s , the Chairman declared the 
Minutes approved as  submitted.

III . REPORT ON STATEWIDE RADIO NET

Chief Harold P. Bowhay presented a progress report on the statewide radio 
net, in  which he reviewed the basis o f  the radio net and pointed out a plan 
to separate the various areas to avoid overloading frequencies. He indicated 
that there would s t i l l  be some blank areas, but the next  step would be to  ex- 
tend the network to northern C a liforn ia , He did not contemplate that th is  
would be done th is  y e a r , however, due to reduction in  a l l  budgets; but men-  
tioned  that there i s  money in the budget to  equip a l l  f ir e  trucks during the 
present year.

Motion 1 I t  was moved by Chief Klinger, seconded by Chief Coge r , and 
ca rried ,

That the committee go on record as repeating i ts  recommendation 
that a l l  mobi l e  c i v i l  defense equipment be equipped with rad io .

IV.   REPORT ON FIRE DEPARTMENT RADIO FREQUENCIES

Chief BowHay then ca lled  on Robert A, Mason, D irector o f  C o m munica tion s ,
Santa Clara County, to  discuss the problem, o f inadequacies o f  radio channels 
fo r  the f i r e  se rv ice .  Mr. Mason warned the group that the problem o f in -  
adequate radio channels is  becoming very seriou s, as the FCC is  faced with 
many requests fo r  a llo ca tion  o f  new channels. A concerted action by the 
sta te ,  as we l l  as by f i r e  and p o lice  communications adm inistrators , i s  v it a l -  
ly  n e c e s s a r y . Based on the seriousness o f th is  problem i t  was decided that 
Mr .  Mason would send Chief BowHay a resume o f  the problem and a sugges t e d  
course o f  remedial action as soon as p oss ib le . I t  was voted unanimously 
that, a fter  Chief BowHay had discussed thi s  rep ort with the Fire Advisory 
Board Commun ic a t i o n s  Committee, the report and a request fo r  d irect s ta te - 
le v e l  assistance in  petition ing  the FCC fo r  add itional f i r e  emergency radio 
channels would be submitted to the Governor immediately.

The suggestion was made that the Communications Advisory Board be r e v it a l ized 
and expanded to i nclude a representative f r om the Attorney General's  O ffice  
and two technicians, and that th is  committee have adequate representation  in  
Washington.

Motion 2 I t  was moved by Chief Klinger, seconded by Chief Garthe, and 
carried ,
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That the committee inst r uct  Chief Bowhay to submit the prob- 
l em o f  f i r e  serv ice  radio frequencies to the Govern o r  af t er 
c onference with any other groups or persons that he deems 
n ecessary

V. RADIO CODES 

Chief Bowhay then discussed the necessity  o f  having a uniform code fo r  radio 
com m unications. The d es ira b ility  of  uniform ity was evident to the committee 
and i t  was f in a l ly  decided that the C aliforn ia  D isaster O ffice  would compile 
the code s now in  use by f ir e  and p o lice  systems in  C a lifo rn ia . I t  was voted 
unanimously that Chief Bowhay re fer  these codes to the Communications Ad- 
visory Com m ittee to determine which code should become the recommended 
standard fo r  C a lifo rn ia .
VI. PAY FOR FIREMEN RESPONDING ON MUTUAL AID

The staff brought up the problem of various pay scales throughout the sta te 
and some of  the difficulties encountered in establishing a uniform method 
of reimbursement for men responding on mutual aid fires.  I t  was pointed out 
ty Chief Mil l er and several other members of the committee that i t  had long 
been the tradition of the service to render mutual aid without cost, and 
that i t  was generally f elt that normal mutual ai d should not be given with 
any anticipation of reimbursement. The problem situation arises when fires 
are of several days' duration, especially when volunteers are manning the 
state trucks,
Motion 3      I t  was moved by Chief Bush, seconded b y  Chief M iller, and 

unanimousl y carried ,

That Chief Bowhay appoint, a subcom m ittee representing the 
various agencies involved, to f orm u la te  and r ecommend a 
c l ear - out p o licy  regarding the reimbursement o f  personnel 
working outside o f  th eir own ju r is d ic t io n  as a resu lt o f  
the mutual aid program

Motion 4      I t  was so moved by Chief M iller , seconded by Chief Klinger, 
and unanimously carried,

That a subcommittee be appointed to study the resp on s ib ili-  
t ie s  ( governmental and proprietary) that may be assumed when 
f i r e  equipment responds to or through another ju r is d ic t io n ;

That this subcommittee be empowered to  promote immediately 
any le g is la t io n  necessary to insure p rotection  o f  the f i r e  
chie f  and the p o l i t ic a l  ju r is d ic t io n  from l i a b i l i t y  which 
might be incurred as a resu lt  o f  such response;  and

That the committee recommend support o f any corrective  
le g is la t io n  introduced during the 1959 session  o f  the 
State Legislature.
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V II. GOVERNOR' S FIRE CONFERENCE

C hief Yockers reviewed the Governor's F ire Conference o f the previous day, 
pointing out that he f e l t  sure the Governor would want an answer to his 
question as to  whether or not the National Guard could a ss is t  in  figh tin g  
serious brush f ir e s  in  Southern C a liforn ia .

Motion  5      I t  was moved by Chief Klinger, seconded by Chief Arens , and 
unanimously' carried ,

That the State Fire Advisory Board and the Governor's F ire 
Services Advisory Committee have reviewed the p roposition  
of  water and chemical bombardment o f  f i r e s from a ir c r a ft  
and  recommend that this proposition  not be pursued further 
at th is  t ime , in vie w o f the conclusion o f  Adjutant General 
Earle M. Jones that the availabl e National Guard a ir c r a ft  
are not o f proper design to adequately serve th is purpo se ; 
and

That, on the basis  o f General Jones' generous o ffe r  ou tlin -  
ing o ther equipment which the National Guard could provide, 
such as heavy equipment, cargo and reconnaissance planes, 
and personnel, the C aliforn ia  D isaster O ffice  to  d irected  
to work c lose ly  with the National Guard and in tegrate a c t iv i -  
t ie s  wherever p o ss ib le .

M otion 6      I t  was moved by Chief Mi l l e r , seconded by Chief Klinger, and 
unanimously carried ,

That the State F ire Advisory Board and the Governor's F ire 
Services Advisory Committee take the necessary action  to 
express their appreciation to Major General Earle M. Jones , 
the Adjutant General, fo r  h is cooperation.

V III. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p .m.

LOREN S. BUSH 
Secretary
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