
MINUTES

CALIFORNIA STATE FIRE SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE

January 22-23,      1952

Room 415 -  State Capito l
Sacramento

The meetin g  was hold in conj unction wi t h a meetin g  o f the F ire Advisory  
Board, since many subjects  discussed were o f in teres t  to both groups.

The meetin g  was called to order by Chief Joe R. Yockers State Fire  
Marshal, at 10:00 a.m.,  who advised that th is  would be A jo int meeting and  
that  the morning session would be taken up with subjects o f in terest to the  
F ire Advisory Board.

The afternoon session was also c a l led to  order by Chief Yockers, who had  
been requested to  preside by Chairman Chief O. S. B a ll. Chief Yo ckers announced  

 that the afternoon session would be u tilized  almost en tire ly  fo r  c iv i l   
defense su b jects .

MEMBERS PRESENT

Chief O .  S . B all — Chairman
" H. P. Bowhay - Chief ,  Div is ion  o f Fi r e Serv ices
" John H Alderson
" Louis F. 

Ledford" 
Fm. Meinheit
" Basil Rob erts" J . Lyle Stevenson

" Burnett Sanford
" DeWitt Nelson
" Jay W. Stevens
" Spence D. Turner
" Joe R. Yockers
" Gayle Coger
" George F. Courser
"  Edward P. Walsh

ABSENT:

Chief F. J. Jefferson
Loren S . Bush

In add ition  t o  the members o f  the Fire Advisory Bo ard the f ollow ing were  
present :
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Mason R iegel - F ield  Representa t iv e OCD, Fire Serv ices,  Sacramento
L. G. Smith  - Asst .  Chief OCD, Fire Services, Sacram ento
C hief Thomas Ward Superv isor, Fire Training, Dept. o f Education

The f i r s t  su b ject discussed was "Results o f Atom Bomb Test" .  Dr. Bellmay,  
now retained by the State OCD, spoke ab ly  on the subject and answered numerous  
qu estion s.

S ince Dr. Bellamy asked that a ll t h is subject be consid ered c la ss if ie d  no  
notes were taken.

A report on the Fire  Prevention Program o f t he International A ssociation of  
Fire Chiefs was given by Chief Jay W. Stevens. He said each State in the Union  
had responded and that the tremendous ''Home Inspection" e f fo r t  nationwide had  
been a su ccess.

Chief Bowhay spoke on his investigation  o f the f e a s ib i l i t y  o f the purchase  
o f  aluminum pipe to  stock p ile  fo r  emergency f ir e  department use in time o f need. 
He said he had found that aluminum pipe o f varying diameter, 4 " , 6", 8" , could
be had in jo in ts  fo r  coupling together with a quick coupling device" easy to
fasten and locked by water pressure. Chief Bowhay thought 20' lengths would
be p ra ctica l fa r  transportation on a conventional fla tbed  truck. He said the
pipe would withstand high pressure up to  250 pounds p. s . i .  fo r  the 8" pipe. He  
estimated the co s t  to be about 5 0 ¢  a fo o t  fo r  4" pipe to $l . 50 fo r  the 8".

Chief Bowhay said in his studies he had t r i ed to investigate thoroughly and 
had contacted seven  concerns who might bid  i f  purchase was made.  He said the  
pipe was very l ig h t , a 20' section o f 4" pipe weighing about 21 pounds, and that  
a l l  kinds o f  adapters and conne c t ions f or  pumping in to or taking water out o f  
the pipe were a v a ila b le . The pipe has great f l e x i b i l i t y , about 22° ,  11° from
center each way.

Much d iscussion  on this subject followed,  Chief Bowhay having asked fo r  the  
thinking o f  those present. F inally  i t  was agreed that a thorough test  should be 
had. Chief Bowhay said he would arrange th is  and advise the members o f the  
committee.

The meeting recessed u n til 9:00 a.m. o f  the follow ing day

On the second morning the meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by  
Chief Bal l .

Chief Bowhay f i r s t  spoke on his  three- zone plan, and showed a map o f this  
scheme c lev er ly  worked ou t. The basis  o f the plan he explained was three zones  
a l l  tied  to  Sacramento but capable o f working in d iv id u a lly ; A Zone i n the San  
Francisco  area encompassing Region 1 , 3, and 5; B zone in the Sacramento area

-2-



R egions 2 , 4 , 6 ; and C Zone i n the ;Los Angeles Area fo r  Regions 7, 8 , 9, and 10.

These Zones had been so worked out fo r  control and radio hook-up.  A l l   
present could glean that much planning had been put in to  this most  important  
phase , with  a view o f  connection by radio o f a l l  reg ion s, fo r  f i r e  fig h tin g ,  
d ispatching and communication alone, s taying on ex istin g  Fire D e p a r t m e n t  
fre-  quencies. Chief Bowhay said the plan o f radio hook-up should not cost more  
than $25, 000.

The D irector Of C iv il Defense, General Walter M. Robertson arrived and  
spoke to  the group in clear  and understanding manner on funds fo r  f i r e  equip
ment. He said that there i s  a s i zeable appropriation in the present. Federal  
budget fo r  f i r e equipment, enough he said to perhaps allow a m illion  dollars  
f or  C a liforn ia .

Some money is  now available Genera l Robertson sa id , but d i f f i c u l t y  has been  
experienced because o f  a matching basis never having been established by this  
State. He thought that perhaps 25 pumping engines might be made available and  
that he would ask the State leg is la tu re  fo r  matching funds to plan f or 50  
p ieces.

The D irector said that perhaps some funds should be used fo r  l ig h t  weight  
pipe, fo r ;

1. restorin g  water systems.
2. a ss is t  in f i r e  suppression.

I t  seemed to be the consensus of opinion o f  a l l  present that the question o f  
d ire c t  appropriation versus matchin g funds and how much should be made available,  
was a que s tion  requiring L egislative deces ion . The General said he believed the  
C aliforn ia  League o f  C it ies would ask the State fo r  funds to match lo c a l  ap-  
propriations fo r  C iv il Defense.

C hief Meinheit asked i f  f ir e  departments  could be allowed funds fo r  visual  
aid equipment. The General answered " Yes " .

Much discussion  on this f o llowed. It  seemed that Federal funds could be  
obtained fo r  training purposes a more read ily  than for oth ers , but that requests  
must be sent in without delay. In order to show evidence o f lo ca l matching funds 
a copy o f  the resolu tion  o f intention o f the governing body was s u ff ic ie n t . A  
c e r t if ie d  check was not required.

The D irector said that now i t  w ill be possib le  to bring in Regional Service  
C hiefs fo r  conferences and the State would pay the expenses fo r  th eir tra v e l.

The General and others spoke on the great demand from other States fo r   
copies o f the Training Manual. Copies are not available fo r  such d istribu tion .

C hief Bowhay spoke on a program that he had investigated to use army men 
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for f i re su p p resion  purposes in times o f emergency. He said that he had been i n  
touch the m ilita ry  authorities and that they are w illin g  to provide sold iers  
fo r  th is  purpose i f  the O ffice  o f C iv il Defense would provide tra in in g . This  
sort o f a scheme would provide a reserve o f  t en to f i f t e e n  thousand men.

The General asked i f  the group agreed to such a program Chief Alderson  
spoke o f  the great d i f f i c u lt y  in connection with such a program, which would  
en ta il feed ing and equipping o f  large numbers o f men. He said a lso that  when  
such volunteers were used the questions o f command arose .

Others spoke on  th is  question but no d e fin ite  action  was taken. 

General Robertson, Chiefs Alderson and Ball l e f t  the meeting to attend a  
meeting o f the D isaster Council ,  and Chief Yockers assumed the Chairmanship  
o f  the meetin g .

The Fire Marshall ca lled  on Mr. Ford Cockerton , a f i r e  Instructor o f the  
State Fire Training Program, to report on the Federal C iv ili an Defense F ire  
School recen tly  held at St. Mary 's  C ollege. Mr. Cockerton said that he and  
another State m an, together with f ir e  o f f i c ia l s  from many f i r e  departments,  
had attended the two week meeting.

This was prim arily a Teacher Training course and was in a sense a p ilo t   
school in order that other sim ilar ones might be arranged in the fu ture. Its  
basic purpose was to train  teachers on th is  subject and arouse in terest in  
C iv il Defense. I t  was an in tensified  train ing course, the school running during 
the day and evening both, and entailed le c tu re s , v isu a l education and actual  
f i e ld  tra in ing work.

Mr. Cockerton gave a very in te re stin g  and d e ta ile d  account o f  the sch oo l.  
A fter  he had fin ish e d  C h ief Bowhay asked th e group what th ey  thought o f  th is   
program. C h ief M einheit answered that many had expressed an opinion  that the  
course had v a lu e . He thought, however, that the Federal Government should not  
teach b a s ic  f i r e department evolu tion s which were taught in  every day f i r e   
d r i l l s  in  the variou s f i r e  departments. He be lieved  th at such courses should  
cover subj e c ts  o f  p a rticu la r  in te re st  to  C iv il  Defense and not obta inable else-
where .

Chief Tom Ward o f the State Fire Training Program s aid he did not think that 
such a school was a duplication  o f e f fo r t  o f h is work. C hief De Wi t t  Nelson said  
he believed that the course was too long and should be consolidated i nto a short  
t r aining course concerning C iv il Defense subjects o f p articu lar in terest to  
Fire Departments.

Chief Led ford then moved that we accept the report and program with the sug- 
gest i o n that i t  be streamlined to one week and confined to training on C iv il  
Defense su b jects  only. Chief Turner seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously.
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Following th is motion some further que stions  c o n c e r n ing this course were 
asked and i t  was explain ed that these schools were supported by Federal funds  
en tire ly  and that the size o f c l asses were about fo r ty  people.

Chief Meinheit said then that if  future schools were held on th is  campus  
and that  i f  f i r e  departments cared to send men at a minimum o f  expense he would  
house ten or f ifte e n  firemen at a time in some o f  his f i r e houses.

Chief M enheit next spoke on the subject o f p r io r it ie s  fo r  purchase o f   
f ir e  equipment. Chief Meinheit said ha had been assured by a Mr . Manly Fleischman,  
who was D irector o f  the National Production Board, that there would be no res - 
t r i c t io n on the purchase o f f i r e  equipment where such equipment was purchased by  
the U. S . Government or lo ca l p o lit ic a l  su bd iv ision . He Said that th is  statement  
had been made at a Mayors' conference held in Los Ange le s and that the statement  
was d e f in ite . Chief Meinheit further said that someone had asked a question  
concerning cable fo r  a f i r e  alarm system and that Mr. Fleischman had answered  
that f i r e  equipment was a prime conside ration and would not su ffer from material  
shortage.

The meeting recessed u n til 1:30 p.m.

The meeting was called  to order at 1:30 on the afternoon o f January 23 by  
Chairman C hief B all.

Chief Bowhay asked for some decision  on the now three-zone system which he  
had explained e a r lie r  i n the meeting. Chief Stevenson then moved that  the three - 
zone system and the dispatching in connection therewith be approved. This motion 

seconded by C hief Ledford and unanimously carried . I t  was then moved by  
Chief Roberts and seconded by Chief Coger that the committee bel ie v e s  the expendi- 
tu re o f  $25,000 reasonable to complete the F ire Serv ice  Radio Net from State  
le v e l to region to area and to c ity  in target area, using ex istin g  f i r e  service  
network. This motion was carried unanimously.

Chief Wa lt  W inters, Deputy State Forester, next spoke on the State Forestry  
Radio Net . Chief Winters explained something o f  the h istory  o f th is  vast project  
and how i t  had started small  and had grown progressivel y . In very interesting  
manner he explained how they had almost complete coverage throughout the State.  
Chie f  Winter s a i d  that obsolescenece o f equipment was a problem and therefore,  
continual work on the net was necessary. Chief Bowhay said part o f  the $25,000  
proposed was to t i e  in to this Statewide n et. Chairman B all asked i f  anyone  
present had any ob jection  to such a plan; no one ob jected .

C hief Bowhay then asked i f  the group thought he should attempt to  employ  
a radio technician and the subject was discussed at some length . A fter the  
d iscussion , i t  was moved by Chief Yockers, seconded by Chief Nelson and unani -  
mously carried that the Fire Services exhaust its  own resources in attempting to  
complete communications necessary f or C iv il Defense throughout the State and 
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a fte r  exhausting thei r  own resources, then i f  necessary, h ire  a techn ician . 

A  discu ss ion  as to  what man were necessary t o  a s s i s t  Chief Bowhay in his  
work follow ed. I t  was by motion to Ch ie f Turner,  seconded by Chief Coger, the  
committee re commended that Chief Bowhay have three a ss is ta n ts . The motion car- 
r ie d . Chief  Bowhay then explained his program fo r  settin g  up three film   
l ib r a r ie s  in  the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e s  o f the State F ire M arshal's O ffice , one to be  
i n Sacramento, one in San Francisco and one in Los Angeles. Chief Bowhay explained  
that the F ire Marshal already had some film s and had worked out a system of  
d is tr ib u tin g  them to the f i r e  ch iefs on request, Chief Yockers agreed that he  
would work with Chief Bowhay on th is  p ro je ct .

I t  was then moved by Chief Nelson, seconded by Chief Coger , that three film   
l ib r a r ie s  be set  up in the Fire Marshal's O ffice , the State O ffice  o f  Ci v i l   
Defense to  purchase the f ilms. This motion was unanimously carried.

A d iscussion  on turn-o u t  suits next ensued. Chief Bowhay and others remarked  
that i f  a u x ilia ry  f iremen are used i t  is  necessary to  provi d e  th em with emergency  
c loth in g  and that the provision o f  turn-out su its  stim ulates th e ir  a c t iv i t ie s .  
Others spoke o f the d i f f ic u lt y  o f  obtaining funds fo r  turn-out su its fo r  auxiliary  
firemen through lo ca l channels.

I t  was moved by Chief  Walsh, seconded by Chief Yockers that the State should  
not provide money f or turn-out suits u n til the Federal Government provides  
matching funds f or  th is  purpose. I t  was believed that th is  was a loca l responsi-  
b i l i t y  at the present t i me. This motion was carried unanimously.

The Fire Marshal then spoke on the subject o f State cars and said that he  
believed some of  the rules concerning State cars and about garaging them in  
central p laces at night actually  hampered C ivil Defense preparation. He said  
th is  was true in his o f f i c e . A fter some discussion  was moved by Chief Turner,   
seconded by C hief Stevenson, that the committee request Genera l Robertson to make  
necessary arrangements to allow key personnel in the State Fire Marshal's Office  
to take cars home at night and to equip such cars with ra d ios . This motion  
carried unanimously.

C hief Bowhay spoke on the question o f yellow a lert  s ignals and said that now  
Washington bel ie v es one, two or three hours notice would be g iven in advance o f  
the need o f  such a le r t . He said that i t  was contemplated that perhaps an alert  
might continue fo r  four or five  days. He, th erefore , had prepared an operational  
plan an yellow  a le r t , as follow s:

"In the case o f  f u l l - t i me paid depar t ments an immediate standby  
W ill be ordered. This includes reca llin g  a ll  o f f - s h i f t  personnel,  
firemen and ch ie f o f f i c e r s ; specia l service technicians such as  
mechanics, radio operators, t el ephone operators, and maintenance  
men key busin ess o f f ic e  personnel and s u ff ic ie n t  clerks to the i r  
sta tion s to man emergency dispatch boards and communications equip
ment. A ll emergency f i r e  sta tion s, control rooms and emergency  
dispatch centers at a ll  le v e ls  w ill be manned. I n the c r i t i c a l  tar-  
get areas, where i t  i s practical, fully-manned, apparatus w i l l  Be 
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dispersed to pre-det e r mined locations.
In the case o f  volunteer departments all  availab le  volunteer  
personnel w il l  be alerted and placed on standby at th eir homes  
or places o f business. Al l  equipment w il l  ba placed on standby  
at th e  sta tion s . "

There was a great deal o f d i scus s ion on th is sin ce  i t  was deemed very difficult  
to carry out without disrupting regular f i r e  depar t ment work. P articu larly , the  
question  o f  d ispersing o f f i r e equipment on the yellow  a lert  was questioned. 

Chief  Yockers then suggested that th is order be amended to allow  a f i r e  ch ief  
to di s pers e  equipment and to c a l l  o f f  s h ift  men when deemed advisable. A fter  
considerable d iscussion  i t  was moved by Chief L e d fo rd , seconded by Chief  Coger,  
that C hief Bowhay's orders be approved as amended. This motion was carried , with  
one disapproving vote.

Chief  Meinheit then raised the question o f how the number o f  au x ilia ries  
that any f i r e  department should recru it would be esta b lish ed.

A gre a t  deal o f discussion was had on the su b ject and i t  soured to be the  
consensus o f  op in ion that the formula fo r  recru iting  au x ilia rie s  now i n use was  
s a t is fa c to ry .

A discussion  was next had upon the a d v isa b ility  o f  setting  aside certain   
forestry equipm ent now located in the various counties  fo r  fire  service use only. 
It wap moved by Chief Roberts, seconded by Chief Coger ,  that Chief Bowhay pro
ceed with th is  program. The motion was carried unanimou sly .

C hief S anford said that i f  mess goar or other Forestry equipment used by  
Federal Agencies is  required fo r  State C iv il Defense purposes, that the Regional  
D irector fo r  the Federal C iv il Defense Administration should request the Fede ral  
au th orities to set such equipment aside. He did not b e lieve  he could do so  
unless sp e c i f i c a l ly  author i se d  to da i t  by them.

A discussion  on the sp ecifica tion s o f f i r e apparatus was next entered i nto  
and i t  was brought out by Chief Bowhay that he b e l ie ves some o f  the s p e c i f ications  
so fa r  drawn up by the Federal authorities needed r e v is in g .  Much discussion  
follow ed about th is  and i t  seemed to be the consensus o f opinion that good sturdy  
f i r e  equipment should be sp ec ified , but without f r i l l s  or adornment.

It was f in a lly  moved by Chief Turner, seconded by Chief Yockers that a  
subcommittee be appointed t o study the sp ecifica tion  question and report back t o 
the committee as a whole. The motion  was carried,  with one dissenting vote .

Chairman B all appointed the follow ing committee on th is  Subject: Mr. Loren  
Bush; Chief  Meinhei t , and Chief Walsh.

Chief Bowhay next explained a board that he had perfected fo r  use in  the 
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various Regional O ffices as a  Dispatch Board. These Boards were discussed and a l l   
seemed to approve o f them. Chief  Nelson moved that the O ffice  o f  C iv il Defense  
handle the production o f these boards. This motion was seconded by Chief Roberts  
and unanimously carried .

The question as to whether money should be spent f or  the purchase o f  tape ,  
d ies and other equipment fo r  standar d i sing steamer connection was discussed. I t   
was moved by Chief Roberts, seconded by Chief Ledford, that th is  committee recom- 
mend to  General Robe rtson that $1,500 be allowed fo r  4" thread Standard too ls. 
The motion ca rried .

There being no further business the meeting adjourned. 
Jan u ary  22-23, 1952.

JOE R. YOCKERS

CES : TP
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