. MINUTES

CALIFORNIA STATE FIRE SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE

January 22-23, 1652

Room 15 - State Capitel
cacrarento

Thae meeting vzs held in conjunction with a4 mesting of the Fire Advisory
Board, since many subjects discussed were of interest to both groups.

The mesting was called to order by Chief Joe R, Yockers State Fire
Marshal, et 10:00 a.m,; who advised that this vould be a joint meeting and
that the morning sessicn would be talkan up with subjects of interest to the
Fire AMvisory Board,

The afternccn session ves also called to order by Chiefl Tockers, who had
been Teguested to preside by Choirman Chief O, 5, Ball, Chief Tockers an-
nounced that the afterncon sesgion would be utilized alsost entirely for civil
defense subjects,

HEMBERS FRLSLNT

. Chief 0, 8, Ball - Chairman
" H. F. Bovhay - Chief, Division of Fire Services
n John H Alderson
" Louis F, Ledford
n ¥m, Heinheit
" Bagil Heberts
" J. Lyle Stevensen
" Burnett Sanferd
i Dellitt NHelson
" Jay W, Stevena
" Spence D, Turner
" Joe R, Tockers
" Gayle Coger
" George F, Courser
" Edward P, Walsh

ABSENT:

Chief F, J. Jefferson
Loeren &, Bush

In addition to the members of the Fire Advisory Board the following weras
presant:
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Mascn Riegel - Field Representative OCD,Fira Services,Sacramento
L. G, Smith - Asst, Chief OCD,Fire Services,Sacramsnto
Chief Thomas Ward Suparvisor, Fire Training, Dept. of Education

The firat subject discussad wos "Results of Atom Bomb Test", Dr Bellmay,

now retained by the State OCD, spoks sbly on the subject and answered numercous
quegtions,

Since Dr. Bellamy asked that all this subject be considered classified no
notes were taken,

A rerort on the Fire Prevention Program of the Internationsl Association of
Fire Chiefs was given by Chief Jay '". Stevens, He said each Stete in the Upien
had responded and that the trewendous "Home Inapection" effort natiomwide had
been a guccess.

Chief Bowhay spoke on his investigation of the feasibility of the purcheae
of aluminum pipe to stocknile for emergency fire department use in time of need,
He paid he had found that aluminim pipe of varying diameter, 4V, 64, 8", eould
be had in joints for eoupling together with a yuick coupling device” easy to
fasten and locked by water pressure. Chief Bowhay thought 20' lengths would
be practical for transportation om & convemtional flatbed truck, He s=id the
Pipe would withstand high pressure up to 250 pounds p.s.i, for the 8" pipe. He
estimated the cost to be about 504 & foot for 4" plpe to $1.50 for the OV,

Chief Bowhay sald in his studies he had tried to investigate thoroughly and
had econtacted seven concerns who might bid if purchase was made He said the
pipe wvas very light, a 20" section of A" pipe weighing about 21 pounds, and thet
all kinds of adapters and comnections for pumping inte or taking water out of
the pipe were aweilable, The pipe has great flexibility, about 229, 119 from
center sach way.

Huch discussion on this subject followed, Chief Bowhay hawving asked for the
thinking of those present, Fipally it was agresd that a thorough test should be
had., Chief Bowhay sald he would arrange this and advise the members of the
committes,

The meeting recessed until 9:00 a.m, of the following day

Un the second morning the meeting was called to order at $:00 a.=. by
Chief Ball,.

Chief Bowhay first spole on his three-gone plan, and showed & map of this
gcheme cleverly worked out, The basis of the plan he explained was three zonas
g&ll tied to Gacramento but capable of working individually; A Zone in the San

Franeiseo Jirea encompsssing Regions 1, 3, and 5; B zone in the Sacramentc area




Regions 2,4, 63 and C Zona in the :lpa Angeles Ares for Ragions 7, B, 9, and 10,

These Zones had besn 8o worked out for contrel and radic hook-up. A1l
present could glean that such planning had been put into this most important
phase, with a viev of copnection by radic of all regions,; for filre fighting,
dispatching and commnication alome, staying on existing Fire DNeportment fre-
ruepncies, Chief Bovhay said the plan of radio hook-up should not cost more
than {25,000,

The Director of Civil Defense, Oeneral Valter i, Hobertson arrived and
spoke to the group in elear and understanding mammer on funde for fire equip-
ment, He said that there is 2z sizesble appropriation in the present. Federal
budpet for fire equipment, enough he said to perhaps ellov a million dollars
far C-1lifornia,

Some money is now avallahle Coneral Robertson said, but difficulty has been
axperienced because of & matehing basis never having been establishsd by this
State, He thought that perhaps 25 pumping engines might be made awailable and
that he would ask the State legislaturc for matching funds to plan for 30
plecea,

The Director said that perheps some funds should be used for light weight
pipe; for;
1. regtoring wvater gystems
2. assist in fire suporession.

It seemed to be the consensus of opinion of all present thoet the question of
direct appropriation versus matchirg funds and how much should be made awailable,
was a question recuiring Legislative decesion. Tho General sald he believed the
California League of Cities would ask the State for finds to match local ap-
propriations for Civil Dofense,

Chief Meinheit ssked if fire departments could be allowed funds for visual
aid equipment. The General answercd "Yes",

ifuch discusaion on this follrwed. It seemed that Federal funds could be
obtained for training purposes more readily than for others, tut that requests
must be sent in without delay. In order to show evidence of loeal matching funds
a copy of the rosclutiom of intention of the governing body was sufficient. A
cartified check was not required.

The Director said that now it will be possible to bring ir Regional Service
Chiefs for confcrences and the State would pay the expenses for their trawvel.

The Genersl end others spoke on the great demand from other States for
copies of the Tralning Manual, Copies are not awailable for such distribution,

Chief Bowhay spolie on a program that he had investigeted to use army men
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for firu supsression purtosos in tires of emcrgercy. He sald that he had been in
touch with the militury authorities and that they ero willing to provido soldicrs
for this purposa 1f the Office of Civil Defense would provide training. Thia
sort of a scheme would provide a reserve of ten to fifteen thousand men,

The General asked if the group agresd to such a program Chief Alderson
spols of the great difficulty in connaction with such a program, vhich would
iAtnil feeding and equijping of large numbors of men He sald also that when
such wvolunteers wers used the questions of command arose,

Otharas s;0ke on this gucation but no dafinita action was taken

wveneral Hobertson, Cheefs Alderson and Ball left the mceting to attend a
adeting of the Disaster Council, and Chief Yockers sssumod tho Chairmanship
of the mooting.

The Fire Marshall callod on Kr. ¥ rd Cockeorton, a fire Imstructor of the
Statc Firc Treining Program, to rejort on the Federal Civilisn Defense Firs
School recently hold at 8t, Mary's College. Mr., Cockortom said that he and
ancther Stote man, togother with fire officials from many firc depertments,
hed attended the two week mosting,

This was primarily a Teacher Training course end was in a sense & pilot
school in order that other similar omos might be arrangoed im the future., TIts
besic purpose was to train teachors on this subject and arcouse intercet in
Civil Defonse, It wvas rn intonsified training course, the school rmning during
the day and ovening both, and entailed lectures, wisual oducation and actual
field training work,

Mr. Cockorton gave a vory intaresting and detailod account of the school.
Aftor he had finishod Chief Bowhay asked the group what they thought of this
program, Chisf Meinhuit answored that many had exprossed an opinion that the
eourse had value., He thought, however, that the Foderal Govornment should not
toach basie fire department owolutions which were taught in every day fire
drills in the various fire dopartmonts. He believed that such courses should
mh:ﬁr sub-ecta of purticular intorest to Civil Defense and not obtainable else-
r b ]

Chief Tom Ward of the Stata Fire Training Program said he did not think thot
such & school was a duplication of effort of his work. Chiof De VWitt Nelson said
he believed that the course was too long and should be consolidated into & short
training course concerning Civil Defense subjects of partiecular interost to
Fire Departments,

Chief Ledford then mowed that we actopt the report and program with the sug-
gestion that it be streamlined to one week and confined to training on Civil
Defense subjecta only. Chief Turner seconded the motlen, which was carried
unanimously.




Following this motion some furthor gqucstions concerning this course were
askod and it wvas explained that theso schools were supported by Federal funds
ontirely ard that thc size of clagses were about forty people,

Chief Meinhelt said them that if future schools were held on this campus
and that if fire dopertments cared to send men at a minisum of exponse he weuld
house ten or fifteen firemen at & time in some of his fire houses

Chief Heinheit next spolk> on the subjoet of priorities for the purobhese of
fire eouipment, Chief lleinheit said he hid beon issured by a Mr, Manly Flelschman,
who vas Lirector of the Natlonal Production Board, that therc v .4 be no ros-
tricticn on the purchass of firc equipment where asuch equipmont wes purchased by
the U, 3. Governeent or local political subdivision, He said that this steatement
had bacn made at a Mayors' conference hald in Los Angoles and that the statemont
wag definite. Chief Meinheit further said thet someons had esked a quoation
concerning cable for a fire alarm system and that Mr, Floischean had answored
that fire oquipmont was a prime consideration and would not suffer from matorial

shortage,
The macting racessed until 1:30 p.m,

The meeting was cillad to order at 1:30 on the afternoon of January 23 by
Chairpnman Chicf Ball,

Chiaf Bowhay askod for soms decision on the pow three-zome systom which he
had explained sarlier in the meoting. Chief Stovenson then moved that the throo-
2ono system and the diaspetching in comncction thorowith be approved, This motion
wves gsoconded by Chicf Ledford and wpanimoualy carried. It was then moved by
Chief Roborts and scconded by Chief Cogor that the committec believes the expendi-
ture of £25,000 reasonable to complete the Firo Sorvice Radio Not from Statc
level to region to arca and to city in terget area, using cxisting firo sorvice
network. This motlion wes carried unanimously.

Chief Valt Vinters, Deputy Stato Forestor, noxt spoke on the Stato Forcatry
Radio Nct, Chief Wintors oxpleined somcthing of tho history of this vast projcct
and how it had started small end had grown progressivoly. In very intoresting
mannor he oxplained how thoy had almost complote coworage throughout tho Stato,
Chicf Winters said that obsclescomcc of eguipment was a problem and therefore,
continual work on the not was - necessary,  Chief Bowhsy said part of tho $25,000
proposed was to tle in to this Statewlde net, Chairman Ball asked if anyone
present had any objectlon to such a plan; no one objected,

Chicf Bowhay then asked if the group thought he should sttempt to employ
a radie technician and the subjoct was discussed at some lemgth, After the
discusslcn, it was moved by Chief Yockers, secomded by Chief Nelson and unani-
mously carried that the Fire Services exhaust its own resources in sttempting to
completo commmications necessary for Civil Defense throughout the State and
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. after exhausting their own resources, then if necessary, hire a technician.

A discusaion as to what men wore necessary to assist Chief Bowhay in his
work followed. It was by motiom to Chief Turner, scconded by Chisf Coger, the
committec rocommended that Chief Bowhay have threc asaistants. The motion car-
ried, Chief Bowhay then explained his program for sotting up three film
librariss in the district offices of the State Fire Marshal'a Office, one to be
in Sacramcnto, one in San Francisco and ome in Loa Angelcs. Chief Bowhay cxplained
that the Fire Marshal alroady had some films and had worked out a systam of
distributing them to tho [ire chiefs on requast. Chiel Yockers sgrecd that ho
would work with Chief Bowhay on thia projoct.

It was thon moved by Chief Nelson, secondod by Chief Coger, that threc film
librarias ba sst un in the Firc Marshal's Office, tho State Office of Civil
Defonse to purchase the films, This motion was unanimously carried,

A discusgicn on turn-out suits next ensued, Chief Bowhay and othoers rocmarked
that if awdliary firomen are uscd it is necessary to provide tham with emcrgency
elothing and that the nrovision of turn-out suits stimulatcs their activities.
Cthers spoke of tho difficulty of obtalning funds fer turn-gout suite for swdlizry
firemen through local channals,

It was moved by Chiof Welsh, seconded by Chief Yockers that the State should
not provide money for turn-out sults until the Federal Covernment provides
matching funda for this purpose. It wes believed that this wae & local responsi-
bility at the present time. This motion was carried upanimously.

. The Fire Marghsl then spol:a on the subject of Stato cars and said that he
belicved some of the rules concarning State cars end about garaging them in
central places at night actually hampored Civil Defense preparation, He said
this was truoe in hia office, After some discussion was moved by Chicf Turner,
paccnded by Chief Stovenscon, that thoe commdittec request Gencral Hebertsen to make
necogsary arrangamonts to allow kay persomnel in the Stato Fire Marshal's Office
to take cars home st night znd to cquip such cors with radios, This motion
carricd unanimously.

Chief Bowhay spoks on the guestion of yollew alert sipnals and sald that now
Waghington belicvas one, two or three hours notice would be piven in advenes of
tha need of such alert., He said that it was contemplated thet porhaps an alert
might continue for four or five doys. Ho, therefore, had prepercd an operatiomal
plon on yallow alert, as follows:

"In tho cage of full-time pald departments an immediate standby
will be ordored. This includes recalling all eff-shift persomncl,
firomen nnd chief officers; special service technicione such ss
mochanics, rodic ecperators, telephone operaters, and maintenance
men; key busineas office porsomnel and sufficiomt clerks to thelr
stations to man emergency dispatch boards nnd communications equip-
ment. All emergency fire stations, contrel rooms and emergency
dispatch centers at all lewvels will be manned. In the eritical tar-
got areas, whore it is proctiesl, fully-momned. zppardtus «#HT1- Be

—bm




dispursed to pre-determined locations,

In the case of voluntecr departcents ell evoilable vwolunteer
porsonnel will be alerted and placed on standby at their homes
or places of busincss. ALl equipment will be placed on standby
at the' statioms,”

Thera was & great deal of discussion on this since 1t was deomed very difficdt
to carry out without disrupting regular fire department work. Particularly, the
quoastion of dispersing of fire equipment on the yellow alort was guestioned.

Chiaf Yockers them suggosted thet this order be amended to ellew a fire chiefl
to disperse equipment and to ecell off shift men when deomed advisable., After
considerable discussion it wne moved by Chisf Ledford, seconded by Chief Coger,
that Chief Bowhey's ordora be approved as emonded. This motion was earried, with
one disopproving vote.

Chiof Meinheit then raiscd tha quostiom of how the number of amdliarica
that any fire dopartment should recruit would be established,

A great deal of discussion wos had on the subjoct and it scemed to be the
consensus of opinion that the formula for recruiting suxilisries now in use was

satiafactory.

A discussion wap next had upon the advisability of sctting aside ecartain
forestry equipment now located in the warious counties for fire service use only.
It was moved by Chief Roberts, ssconded by Chief Coger, that Chief Bovhay pro-
ceed with this program. The motion wns caorried wmanimously.

Chief Sanford said that if mess goar or othor Forestry equipment used by
Federal Agencies is roequired for State Civil Defense purposes, that the Reglonal
Director for thc Pederal Civil Dofense Administration should requcst the Federal
authorities to set such equipment aside, He did pot believe he could do so
unless specifically authorised to do it by them.

A discussion on tho specifications of fire apporatus wae next emtered into
and it was brought out by Chief Bowhay that he belicves some of the apecificaticns
go far drawn up by the Federal suthoritles necded revising. Much discuasicn
followed ebout this and it seemed to be the censensus of opinion that good sturdy
fire equipment should be specified; btut without frills or sdornment.

It wos finally moved by Chief Turnmer, soconded by Chief Yockers that a
subcommittec be appointod to study the spocification question and report back to
the commlttes as a whole, The motion wvas carried, with ohe dissenting wote.

Chairman Ball appointed the following committee on this Subject: Mr, Loren
Busgh; Chief Meinheit, and Chief Walsh.

Chief Bowhay next exploined a board that he hod perfected for use in the
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various Regional Offices as a Dispatch Board. Those Boards wers discussed and all
foemzd to approve of them, Chief Nelson moved that the Office of Civil Dufense
hondla the production of those boards, This motlon wos seconded by Chief Hoberts
and unanimoualy carried.

The guestion as to whather monoy should be spent for the purchase of taps,
dies end othar cquipment for stondurdizing steamer cormacticn wes discussed, It
wng moved by Chlef Roberts, seconded by Chief Ledford, that this committec recom-
mend to General Robertscn that $1,500 be allowed for 4" thread Standard tocls,
The motion carried.

Thira boing no furthor business the mesting adjourned.
Jonuory 22-23, 1952,
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