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OPENING REMARKS

T h e  m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by  Ch a i r m a n  Powel l  a t  9 :5 0  a f t e r  much 
r h e t o r i c .  Dick Bar rows , Ch ie f  OES F i r e and Re s c u e  D i v i s i o n ,  handed 
o u t  sample  fo rm s f o r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t , e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  a s  p r e s e n t e d  
t o  t h e  f i r e  s e r v i c e .  C h i e f  Powell  p r o v i d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  l u n c h, 
which  was t o  be put  on by the S ac ram en to  F i r e  D e p a r tm e n t  R e s e r v e s  at 
no  c o s t . T h e r e  was much l i g h t  humor made o f  t h e  "no c o s t . "

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

C h i e f  Englund moved to  app rove  th e  m i n u t e s  as  w r i t t e n ;  seconded  by 
J e r r y  L e t s o n .  Motion p a s se d  una n im ous ly .

PURPOSE OF OES FIRE ADVISORY BOARD - -  "WHY WE ARE HERE"

Chairman Pow el l  d i s c u s s e d  th e  pu rpose  o f  the A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e , I t  
i s  t o  m e e t ,  i d e n t i f y  and make r ecom m enda t ions  t o  t h e  OES D i r e c t o r  on 
m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  to  the OES F i r e  and Rescue D i v i s i o n  and s t a t e w i d e  
m u tua l  a id  s y s te m ,  The commit tee  mee ts  e v e r y  t h r e e  months  and can 
a c c o m p l i s h  o n ly  so much. Chairman wants  t o  t a r g e t  i n  no two o r  t h r e e  
i t e m s  which  a r e  f e l t  t o  be t h e  top  p r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  g r o u p .  Hot i tems 
w i l l  be d e a l t  w i t h  a s  th e y  come down.

Dick  Barrows  b r o u g h t  and d i s t r i b u t e d  an. h i s t o r i c a l  b r o c h u r e  from th e  
1950 ' s  g i v i n g  th e  whole fo rmat  o f  t h e  A d v i s o r y  Board Commit tee ,  Dick 
r e a d  two p a r a g r a p h s .  " I t  i s  ob v i o u s  t h a t  any S t a t e  F i r e  D i s a s t e r  Plan  
m us t  be s u f f i c i e n t l y  f l e x i b l e  to  p e rm i t  d e p a r t m e n t s  t o  e x e r c i s e  r eason  
and Judgem en ts  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  d i s a s t e r  c o n d i t i o n s .  L i k e w i s e ,  i t  i s  
a r e c o g n i z e d  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  f i r e  o f f i c i a l  i s  t h e  most  f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  in  h i s  community and he t h e r e f o r e  s h o u ld  rem a in  
i n command o f  f i r e  f i g h t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  o c c u r r i n g  w i t h i n  a r e a s  o f  h i s  
j u r i s d i c t i o n . "

" I t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a d v i s a b l e  to  d e v e l o p  th e  S t a t e  E i r e  D i s a s t e r  P l a n  
a l o n g  th e  l i n e s  o f  d a y - t o - d a y  m utua l  a id  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  
o f  a s t a t e  o f  e x t r e m e  emergency i s  d e c l a r e d  i t  w i l l  n o t  be n e c e s s a r y  
t o  o p e r a t e  u nde r  a d i f f e r e n t  p l a n .  The p lan  s h o u l d  he such  t h a t  when 
a d i s a s t e r  o c c u r s ,  t h e  f i r e s e r v i c e  migh t  i m m e d ia t e l y  p r o c e e d  u n d e r  a. 
d a y - t o - d a y  m u tua l  a id  p l a n  and a s  c o n d i t i o n s  w a r r a n t ,  p e r m i t  s tep-by-
s t e p  advancement  from c i t y  t o  c o u n ty  t o  r e g i o n  to  s t a t e w i d e  p l a n .
The g roup  s t a t e d  t h e  document  h e l p e d  put  t h i n g s  i n  p e r s p e c t i v e  even  
by  1936 s t a n d a r d s .

ITEMS THE COMMITTEE SHOULD DEAL WITH

Chairman Powell asked f o r  s u g g e s t io n s  from t h e  f l o o r  on the  g r o u p ' s  
I n t e r e s t  and the i n t e r e s t s  of t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t e n t s .  The fo l l o w in g  
l i s t  was e s t a b l i s h e d ;

1. E x t e n s i o n  o f  F i r e s c o p e  p r o d u c t s  - L e t s o n .

2 . M u tua l  Aid Reimbursement  - M a x f i e ld
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3. Review and update F i re  and Rescue P lan  - AB 2185 - S t a t e  P lan  - 
Englund.

4 . Mutual  Aid L i a b i l i t y  -  Englund.

5. E m e r g e n c y  F i re  S e rv ic e s  P re p a re d n e ss  T r a in i n g  - Englund.

6 . H o w  H a z -M a t  f i t s  i n to  F i r e  and Rescue P lans  - M a x f i e ld .

7. L e g i s l a t i v e  Input  - Englund.

8 .  OES Equipment Systems (Apparat us)  - Englund.

9 . S t a te w id e  Mutual Aid Communication Systems - P ow el l , Barrows, 
Englund.

Chairman Powell  asked t h e  members to p r i o r i t i z e  the i tems l i s t e d - - - -
by c o n s e n s u s ............does not  want this committee to be j u s t  a  "stamp"
c o m m i t t e e ,

EMMETT CONDON'S REPORT ON THE EARTHQUAKE TASK FORCE

Chief  Condon gave a r e p o r t  on committee work to d a t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  some 
recommenda t ions .  He recommended an i n c r e a s e  in c e r t a i n  i t e m s  c a r r i e d  
on OES heavy rescue  v e h i c l e s ;  and based on the e v e n t s  in  Mexico C i t y ,  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  OES heavy rescue tr ucks be i n c r e a s e d  from 3 t o  2 2 , 
p r o v i d i n g  4 in each reg ion .  He recommended t h a t  TV companies be used 
s t a r t ing  the  f i r s t  day o f  the d i s a s t e r  due t o t h e i r  s a t e l l i t e  c a p a b i l i t y . 
The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  the local, f i r e  c h i e f  to t a r g e t  problem b u i l d i n g s . 
Use p o s t a l  z i p  c odes for r e c a l l  of p e r s o n n e l  Chie f  Condon asked Chief  
Barrows f o r  t h e l o c a t io n s  of  aluminum p ipe  s t o r a g e . C h ie f  Barrows 
s t a t e d  t h e r e  were approx imate ly  20 l o c a t i o n s  in the s t a t e  and t h a t  he 
would s e n d the  l i s t ,  t o  Condon. Condon recommended t h e r e  be one SHARPS 
u n i t  i n each r eg ion  ( 6 ) .  Suggested c h l o r i n a t o r s  be inc luded  as p a r t  o f  
equ ipm en t .  C h ie f  Condon a l s o  brought  up the q u e s t i o n  o f  f e e d i n g  c i v i l i a n
and fire personnel.

Chief Barrows commented on the importance of the SHARPS unit and how 
it was designed and built. Chairman Powell told of several incidents 
regarding the unit; from the flood on I-5 to the laying hose at 50 
mph (joke). Specifications on the unit will be sent to Chief Condon. 
Copy of Chief Condon's report will be sent to all members sometime in 
F e b r u a r y .

CALFIRMS ACTIVITY

Jim Dykes, C a l f i r m s Chairman, i s r e s i g n in g  due to h i s  promotion to 
C h ie f ,  CDF Southern  Region,  New chairman l a  c u r r e n t  v ice -c h a i rm a n  
Chief  W i l l iam  Nevi l l e  o f  Hayward. CDF admini s t r a t i o n  w i l l  a s s i g n  a 
new r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to  the committee.

I t  was proposed to  go to  R iv e r s id e  OCC to g e t  i n fo r m a t io n  from them on. 
t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n .  Croup agreed.
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Dykes w i l l  be mi ssed!

LUNCH

Guests requesting to speak to the Advisory Committee did not arrive.

REVIEW OF PRIORITIZED LIST

Chairman Powell passed out the l i s t  t o t he remaining members based on 
thei r  pri o r i t i z a t i o n .

I tem P r i o r i t y

1 9
2 2
3 1 .
4 8
5 3
6 4 
7 7
8 5 
9 6

Chief Barrows discussed the need for another meeting of the Advisory 
Committee, hopefully before 3 months, They can do a Lot of the staff 
work but do not want to spin their wheels in a lot of unnecessary paper- 
work. Englund already has a committee in OES Region I that he can use 
to review mutual aid plane. The Chairman asked if anyone else had 
anything to say regarding Priority 1. Someone said they thought they were 
all having problems wrestling the plan.

Priority 2 - Mutual Aid Reimbursement

Much discussion on this item. Chief Barrows stated there is nothing 
in the existing State Fire and Rescue Emergency Plan about money or 
time. When talking about mutual aid, some groups wrestle with the 
question of should we, or shouldn't we pay? If so, when? It is becomes 
a factor then it really needs to be documented someplace. Certainly 
the issue demands our immediate attention and recommendations for solutions.

Four of the top items tie together with the mutual aid plan one way or 
another. Chairman Powell sees the committee starting to function on 
the mutual aid reimbursement right away. Regarding 2185, Chief Barrows 
stated a report was due on January 22 or 23 and had top priority of OES. 
Chief Englund asked the question, "How then does the Fire service, ocher 
than through t h e  Fire and Rescue Division, get i n p u t  i n t o  t h a t  s y s t e m ? "

Chief Barrows stated that what should come out of the committee meeting 
today may be general, but it should say that with your understanding of 
OES's role in the implementation of 2185, you feel there should be strong 
fire service representation in the planning. At the present time, CHP 
apparently has a problem became of the way it is written. There is some 
conflict between other existing laws. He thinks it has to do with existing
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versus potential hazards on the highway. That has nothing to do with us 
right now but they c a n ' t  get into gear and write regulations until they 
get a clear understanding of what the intent of the legislation was 
and how it affects the laws. Chief Barrows stated, "I am sure there is 
going to be something that wil l  affect the fire service. It might be 
well to query the Director. Find out how the committee can fit in to 
this."

Chief Engl und s ta ted  he f e l t  we needed to have more than ju s t  response; 
we need to  have involvement,  Chief Barrows s t a t e d  the mutual a id  system 
w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  be involved because they have a l r e a d y  d iscussed  i t  with 
him.

Chairman Powell asked what the Committee' s  d e s i r e  was. Do they want 
him to advise  the 2185 Committee tha t  we would l i k e  inp u t . . . .  i s  t h a t  
what they a re  saying? Chief Englund s t a t e d  he would so move tha t  we do 
t h a t . The re  is  no o the r  veh ic le  i f  they ere not coming to  us then we 
need to  go to  them. Chairman Powell suggested a l e t t e r  to OES F i r e  and 
Rescue D iv is ion  and the Direc to r  of OES, asking i f  the re  i s  a committee 
th a t  we be involved in  order to make recommendations r e l a t i v e  to the 
p l a n . Motion to  write  to the D irec to r ;  seconded by Le tson . Motion passed 
unanimously.

The Chairman is  to write  a l e t t e r  to  D i rec to r  Medigovich adv is ing  of 
the p r i o r i t y  l i s t  the committee developed, and our  r eq u es t  to be involved 
with p lanning ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  2185,

P r i o r i t y  5 (Barrows) You do have s ome ongoing input i n t o  t h a t .  The 
ear thquake group has i temized some recommendations they they a re  going 
to make.

Pr i o r i t y  6 Statewide communications system.   The SMARS committee is 
looking at  t h a t ,  the Cal Chiefs Communication Committee i s  looking at  
t h a t .  So the re  is  some work being done t h e r e .

P r i o r i t y  7 L e g i s l a t iv e  Input .  That is kind o f  an ongoing th in g ,  but 
we can do more.

P r i o r i t y  8 Mutual Aid L i a b i l i t y .  There i s  a l a w su i t  going on th a t  came 
about from the  Camino Fire .  (Englund) He thought the f i r e  departments 
were immune, but i t  needs to  he looked at  aga in .

Priority 9 Extension of Firescope Products. Calfirms is working on
t h a t .

I t  was agreed th a t  Barrows would use John Englund ' s  OES Region I group
as a model group to work with.

GENERAL DISCUSSION: Barrows brought up the subject of protective 
clothing- It has always been the priority that OES provides the rigs 
and the fire departments provide the personnel, complete with proper 
protective clothing- Wants to see the committee discuss this matter 
at their next meeting
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next meeting: A p r i l  10, 9 AM. S a c ra m e n to  F ire  Departm en t  T r a in in g  D iv ision
3230 J S t r e e t  Rea r ,  S a c r a m e n t o 
( U nd e rn e a th  w a t e r  t o w e r ) .




