
DATE: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 

Thursday, April 4, 2024 

TIME: 1330-1700 Wednesday 
0830-1430 Thursday 

LOCATION: Williams, California 
 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

A FIRESCOPE Board of Director’s meeting was held on Wednesday, April 3, 

2024 and Thursday, April 4, 2024, at Granzella’s Banquet Room, Williams. The 

meeting began at 1330 hours on April 3, 2024 and 0830 on April 4, 2023. It was 

presided by Chief Brian Fennessy. 

ATTENDEES 

Voting members in attendance included: 

Brian Fennessy, Chair, Orange County Fire Authority 

Maurice Johnson, Vice-Chair, Fire Districts North 

Brian Marshall, Executive Coordinator, Fire and Rescue, Cal OES 

Mark Hartwig, Santa Barbara County Fire Department 

Dustin Gardner, Ventura County Fire Department 

Jeff Gilbert, Volunteer Fire Departments 

Nate Gogna, U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs 

Jaime Gamboa, USDA Forest Service 

Dan Munsey, Fire Districts South 

Daniel Berlant, State Fire Marshal 

Eddie Sell, California State Firefighters’ Association 

Brian Rice, California Professional Firefighters 

Aaron Duncan, Kern County Fire Department 
Mark Lorenzen, Small/Medium Cities North 

Jeanine Nicholson, Large Cities North 

John Foley, National Park Service 

Pat Russell, Small/Medium Cities South 
Charlie Norman, Counties South 

Kristin Crowley, Los Angeles City Fire Department 
Anthony Marrone, Los Angeles County Fire Department 



Members not in attendance included: 

Jennifer Hinckley, Fish & Wildlife Service 

Colin Stowell, Large Cities South 

Joe Tyler, CAL FIRE 

Suwanna Kerdkaew, Counties North 

Peter Kelly, BLM 

Chris Tubbs, Cal Chiefs 

 
Partner Agencies in attendance: 

Kim Zagaris, Western Fire Chiefs 

Aitor Bidaburu, U.S. Fire Administration/NWCG 

Eric Litzenberg, International Association of Fire Chiefs 
Mark Loeffelbein, National Weather Service 
Mario Rueda - NFPA  

 
Guests in attendance included: 
Nancy Ward, Cal OES Director 
Anale Burlew, CAL FIRE 
Dave Gerboth, Large Cities South 
Freddy Espinosa, Bureau of Land Management 
Jeff Meston, California Fire Chiefs Association 
Brian Glass, County Fire Departments North 
Jason Serrano, San Bernardino County Fire - Task Force Chair 
Matt Brown, Santa Clara County Fire – Task Force Vice-Chair 
Jon O’Brien, Los Angeles County Fire Department – Ops Team Chair 
David Neill, Cal OES Legal Counsel 
Jim Johnstone, FIRESCOPE, Cal OES 

Cathy Johnson, FIRESCOPE, Cal OES 

Lori Lopez, Cal OES 

 

 
BAGELY-KEENE ACT UPDATE 

➢ Briefing and overview – Jennifer Bollinger Cal OES Chief Legal Counsel 

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER MEETING MINUTES* 

Unanimously Approved 

Board of Directors’ Election 

Nominations: 

➢ Chief Brian Fennessy – Chair, Chief Maurice Johnson, Vice Chair 
Unanimously approved. 



Cal OES Director’s Update 

Cal OES Director’s Report presented by Director Ward 

➢ Thanked all that supported the Mutual Aid System with numerous flooding 
events. 

➢ Update on FIRIS, WIFTIC, and Statewide budget shortfall 

 

Cal OES Fire & Rescue Update 
Update presented by Marshall 

➢ Forthcoming Seismic Safety Commission Survey regarding fire station early 
warning and station assessments 

➢ Overview on fire engines, Type 1 and Type 3 and water tender - 15 year 
replacement plan 

➢ Update on Next Gen Scout, Pre-Fire Plans, FIRIS and Mutual Aid 

Assignee updates 

CAL FIRE/SFM/SFT Update 

Update presented by Burlew/Berlant 

➢ CAL FIRE: 

o Budget overview 

o 66-hour work week proposal, included in CALFIRE budget. Anticipated 5-year 

implementation. 

o Overview of fuel mitigation and vegetation management programs 

o Seven C-130s have been transferred to CALFIRE and are being tanked. One 

will be online for this summer. 

o CALFIRE Incident Command Teams and ECC support teams are meeting next 
week. 

o Overview of National Fire Reporting System. This should simplify 
report. 

o Updated Fire Hazard Severity Maps available as of 4/1/24 

o Update and overview of changes in code standards. 

o State Fire Marshal budget updates 

o Update to State Fire Training website 

 
USFS/DOI Update 

Update presented by Gamboa/Gogna/Folley/Espinoza 

➢ USFS 

o Addition of Jay Kurth as Deputy Director for Fire and Aviation 
o Hiring overview 
o Season Engine staffing, hand crew and smokejumper update 

o California Forest Service providing wildfire support to other States. 
o Cooperative Fire - building interagency agreements with Hawaii & training 

wildland firefighters in Saipan. 

o Redding Air Attack Base expansion ribbon cutting ceremony end of April. 

o Overview of Aviation fixed and rotor wing resources for field season 2024 



➢ Fish and Wildlife 

o No report. 

➢ BIA 

o Briefing on training being conducted throughout the Agency. 

o New Tule River fire station 

o Completing vegetation management projects 

o Assisting Tribal departments with training, suppression, and fuels 
work. 

➢ NPS 

o Provided staffing update. 
o Fires in Northern California, Yosemite, and Sequoia. 

o This year, Washington state was very busy. 
o Moving some resources across different states. 

o Also, had activity in Hawaii. Some of the national parks there were 
affected by some of the wildfire outbreaks. 

o Several prescribed fire projects are planned for the fall. 

➢ BLM 

o Provided staffing update. 

3 AM Presentation 

Presentation on Dismounted Resource Tracking 

Galleri Multi-Cancer Early Detection Testing 

Presentation on Early Detection process 

Ops Team / Task Force Report 

Report presented by O’Brien/Serrano 

➢ Ops Team/Task Force Report 

o Task Force continues to support the subcommittees on the work they are 
completing in 2024. 

o Continue to deliver products. 

➢ *FIRESCOPE Quarterly Briefing 
Unanimously approved. 

➢ *Local Government Handcrew Typing Standard OSD 
Discussion only. Tasking to Wildland SC to produce a 
White Paper on the need for a standard. 

➢ *Northern/Southern Subcommittee Participation Letters 

Unanimously approved. 

➢ Geographic Information Systems (GIS) White Papers and Draft 
Documents. 

Unanimously approved. 

 
➢ 2024 MACS 441-1 Radio Communications Guidelines 

Unanimously approved. 



➢ Dismounted Resources Tracking white paper 
Unanimously approved. 

➢ Information Technology Support Unit and Leader White paper 
Unanimously approved. 

 
➢ Subcommittee Charters, Plans or Work and Rosters 

Unanimously approved. 

EMS Update 

Update presented by Hartwig/Thompson 

 

o EMS and MDA meeting update 

o Update on AB40, AB225, AB2348, AB1168, AB2973 and Chapter 13/AB2973. 

CFAA Update 

Update presented by CFAA Committee Members 

o Briefing on current CFAA negotiations. 

CWCG/FIRESCOPE Program Collaboration 

Update presented by CWCG Parent Group Directors/CWCG Board of Directors 

o 10 Interagency Incident Management Teams approved for 2024 
o Moving forward with CIM 

Partner Agency Updates 
Updates presented by Partner Agency Representatives 

Old Business 

Update presented by Marshall/Urwin/Walder 

➢ California Fire Service Blue Ribbon Commission – A Path Forward 

➢ Conversation on moving Blue Ribbon toward All Hazard 

➢ Name to be changed to California Fire Service Strategic Plan 

➢ SB 450 Update 

➢ CalOES Grants Unit to establish criteria 

➢ Fire Service Legislative Update 

➢ No update 

➢ AB-2380 Private Fire Prevention Resources update 

➢ BoD Tasking on the development of an ICS document that mirrors the current 

verbiage from the enacted law. A white paper to accompany that. 

➢ AB-700 Fire Fighter Cancer Prevention and Research 

➢ Presentation by Dr. Urwin 

➢ PFAS Research and Potential Impact to Fire Service 
➢ Presentation by Dr. Urwin 

➢ FIRESCOPE Mutual Aid Coordination Team update 
➢ Presentation by Erick Walder 
➢ Tabled until the July 2024 Board meeting 



New Business 

➢ Fire Following Earthquake 
➢ Presentation by Baker 

2024 Board of Directors Meeting Schedule and Venues 
July 10-11, 2024 San Bernardino County - Lake Arrowhead 

October 9-10, 2024 Santa Clara County – Campbell 

Roundtable 

Adjournment 

Chief Brian Fennessy moved for the meeting to be adjourned. Approved at 

1700 on Day 1 and at 1431 on Day 2. 


